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PREFACE 



Jolm Oztoby was so truly devoted and really useful a mani 
tliat he well deserves a separate memoir. No person, however, 
has yet performed this work, and as the writer has a little 
available time, he thinks he may well employ it in collecting 
and compiling the scattered fragments that relate to this heav- 
enly minded man. 

The book itself is a mere simple statement of well^uthenti- 
cated facts, connected with the history and proceedings of an 
unlearned and simple, but pious and eminently useful minister 
of the ever-blessed God. 

There are things in the narrative which may excite the doubts 
of even some candid people, and which may cause others, who 
are not disposed to receive anything but wJbat they can account 
for on natural and philosophical principles, to smile, and even 
ridicule the statements; however, the writer has thought it 
best to include these things, as they appear to be perfectly 
agreeable with the experience of the most holy and wise amongst 
the churches, and with the teachings of the word of God. 

The compiler gratefully acknowledges the kindness of the 
Rev. John Nelson, who has in a moat ChristiAn maaaer, freely 
allowed him to make what use he felt disposed of his "Funeral 
Sermon and Fragments of Oxtoby.'* 

The book professes no literary excellencies. The writer pre- 
tends to none ; but, as an humble individual, he wislies to serve 
God and his generation in the best way he can. "While, how- 
ever, no literary beauties may be found, the compiler conceives 
that the narrative is calculated to make a deep impression of 
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what may be done by a person in tbe bumble walks of life ; 
who is fully given up to tbe service of God and mankind ; and 
he prayerfully sends it forth, to perish or live, as the infinitely 
wise Disposer of all events may see best for is glory. 

As this is the first effort of the writer, he would say to the 
candid reader, lend him your charity, and bear with its defects. 
The little work being a compilation, the writer, once for ajl, 
remarks, that, in its pages, he has dispensed with the ordinary 
marks of quotation. 

In the letters, the ideas of the writer are scrupulously re- 
tained ; but great liberty has been taken with the languge ; so 
that, though the letters are really original, the style in which 
they are now given is something like a translation. 

Zenith Place, Leeds, H. LEIGH. 

May 1st, 1855. 



Notice to the Second Edition. 



The first edition of this Life, OF MORE THAN ONE 
THOUSAND COPIES, has been sold in a few months ; and 
as it has been reviewed favourably by the editors of difiereut 
respectable works ; and a good number are now ordered that 
cannot be had, the Compiler has ventured to print a second 
edition. Several errors have been corrected in this issue, and 
twelve pages of additional matter inserted. That it may cause 
many to pant after more holiness of heart, and lead others to 
seek the 'pearl of great price/ and thus glorify God, is the 
earnest prayer of the 

COMPILEB, 
Westgate, Wakefield, 

Pep. t7th, 1855. 
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LIFE AND LABOUES. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE NATURAL MAN.-l 767-1 804. 

Some men do no spiritualgood — Others are very useful — 
John OoctoJyifs birth and parents — ffis early life — Eis great 
wickedness — ITis personal appearance and peculiarities. 

There is a contagion in human nature, an evil principle that 
is opposed to the truth and holiness of God. — Dr. A. Clarke. 

Amazing affluence, splendour, and many willing 
and fawning servants, have often been present at 
the ushering into existence of the princes of this 
world ; but how often have those who have tlins 
been attended at the commencement of their Jife, 
and who have been blessed through time with the 
greatest advantages of a temporal kind, proved to 
he the most worthless of beings, so far as the real 
benefit of mankind is concerned. Such persons 
have frequently given the strongest evidence 
of utter disregard to the spiritual interest of hu- 
man society, and to the honour and claims of Al- 
mighty God. The grandeurs of state, the splen- 
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ilourit of the palftoo, the melodies of music, with 
()iMlvtiti|j( uobloii, and bowing and time-serving at- 
toi\daut«« hnvo frequently been connected with 
i\w\\\ titroufih life ; but deeds of noble design to 
»»lt^v«tt» «ud bless the world, have not been perform- 
t^il by i)wW l)Ai\ds. No mighty projects set on foot 
hv im advancement of the kingdom of Jesus, the 
Havlour of men, and the subjugation of the nations 
to his sovereign will, have ever marked their career 
\\\ life. Notwithstanding all their advantages, 
they have often lived in awful sin and folly, and 
died unregretted by mankind, in public odium and 
dtiat^rvtal disgrace. 

Others have entered into being in the hum- 
bleat walks of life, perhaps in some isolated spot 
of God's green earth, amidst the craggy mountains, 
or on the almost barren heath ; where few have 
observed or cared how they proceeded in their 
march through time. But while unblessed with 
wealth, or friends, or fame, and even surroimded 
with those difficulties which to common minds 
appeared insurmountable, they have arisen amidst 
the evils which beset their path, and with vigour- 
o\is, over pushing enterprise have left their much 
more favoured fellows far behind ; have attained 
great influence, done much good, and their circle 
has been seen on the waters of life when God has 
called them to meet him in the skies. Such indi- 
viduals in all cases may not have gained a world- 
wide fame as the possessors of great wisdom, or 
strength of mind, but in manpr instances, while 
they may have been of feeble intellect, and have 
treasured upbut little critical or general knowledge, 
they have been men of mighty, holy power, have 
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moved Jehovah cm his throne, and by then* eamesft 
prayers, vigouroos faith, and zealous labours, have 
brought the greatest blessings on the sons of men. 

Such YfSks the character of our heroic brother, 
gone to hie great reward in heaven. 

John, the son of Robert and Jane Oztoby, was 
bom at Little Givendale, near Pocklington» York- 
shire, in the year 17^2. His parents were not in 
extreme poverty, yet their circumstances were far 
from affluent. At the time when he was born, 
they were resident on a small farm ; but by some 
means, while he was yet a youth, they were quite 
reduced, so that his commencement in life, as to 
worldly wealth and importance, was altogether of 
an unpromising kind. He received but a small 
portion of learning at a country school, and the 
early years of his nfe were spent in the labours of 
agriculture; thus Providence ordained that the 
commencement of his life should be in humble 
temporal circumstance. But during this time, 
by the frugal manner in which he saved the fruits 
of his toils, he gathered together a little property, 
which he thought might, by the Divine blessing, 
meet his necessities in a future day ; but he lost 
it by placing it in faithless hands. He passed 
the first thirty-seven years of his life in great ig- 
norance of himself, and his Creator and Lord, and 
of that awful eternity to which he was fast has- 
tening. He often indulged his evil propensities 
in a coiu^e of the most abandoned wickedness, 
insomuch that he spurned every thing that wore 
the appearance of religion, and even took an infer- 
nal pleasure in oaths and cursings. In fact, he 
was a champion for Satan. No effectual serious 
b2 
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impression seems to have remained on his mind 
for a great part of his life; bnt like many others, 
who have been equally characterised for awfal 
profanity and daring rebellion against the Lord 
Jesns Christ, and who have notwithstanding, in 
the end been broken-hearted on account of sin, 
and become the happy recipients of Divine ^race, 
he continued to proclaim war against the Kmg of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. Such was the charac- 
ter of a Clowes, a Newton, a Nelson, and a Paul, 
previous to the time when God cast light upon 
them from heaven, subdued them by his grace, 
and saved them by his almighty arm. John Ox- 
toby, ere he gave his heart to him who had given 
him life, and bestowed upon him his blessings as 
ho rose and matured in strength, dared to be a 
mighty hero in the cause of sin and Satan, and 
with dreadful wickedness he opposed the living 
truth and claims of God. But how full of bene- 
volence are the proceedings of Jehovah, and how 
exceedingly wise are the plans of his government, 
who, in seeking to accomplish his heaven-born 
and loving purposes of good to man, often takes 
hold of and makes those his mighty agents, who 
have been the most addicted to sin against his 
sovereign laws and will. Thus a blaspheming, 
persecuting, and injurious Saul obtained mercy, 
because he did it ignorantly and in unbelief. 
Thus, a Jacob Abbott, after forty years spent in 
opposition to the claims of Christ, was at last 
subdued 'and saved, and made an able minister of 
the word of God. Thus, too, after thirty-seven 
years spent in awful sin, was the man of whom 
we write, brought, at last, to God, and saved from 
all his evil ways. 'God's ways are not our ways, 



THE NATURAL MAN. H 

nor his thoughts our thoughts. He chooses tho 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise : 
and the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty ; and hase things of the 
world, and things which are despised, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to naught things 
that are ; that no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence.* 

*Were we baptized a thousand times, 

It would be all in vain ; 
This cannot wash away our crimes, 

We must be born again.' 

In person, John Oxtoby was about Ave feet six 
inches high, rather corpulent, his hair straight 
and light l)rown, his eyes brown, the left eye-lid 
a little more heavy than the right, so that when 
he laughed it would be nearly closed ; his voice 
was clear, strong, musical, and agreeable, his under 
lip was a little prominent to the left side. He 
was slightly round shouldered, his dress plain to 
a proverb; he wore a chocolate neckerchief, brown 
coat and waistcoat of the same kind, woollen cord 
small clothes, and drab cloth gaiters. Of these he 
kept but one suit, giving the old ones away when 
he got new ones. He was very much opposed to 
dressing the hair, or any conformity to worldly 
fashions, and spoke against these things both in 
the pulpit and in private. His general appearance 
was farmer like, and he brought with him to the 
ministry, the prejudices of country habits, and the 
customs of rural life; consequently for some years 
he had a decided objection to the attire most com- 
mon in the pulpit, and was unfriendly to preachers 
wearing a white cravat. Hence, the quality, co- 
Ipur, and mode of his apparel were not of the 
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clerical order, and his personal appearance, though 
by no means despicable, yet had nothing in it par- 
ticularly attractive. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE NEW CREATURE.— 1804-1823. 

The vMTcp of Ood to John Oxtobp — Bis conviction and 
consequent miiery — Sia conversion^ happmess, and zeal — 
Ilie d^cuUiea and usefulness — Was fifteen years a Wesleyan 
— Labours with O, Nicholson and R» Coultas — Joins the 
Primitive Methodists—Bis reasons for doing so — Labours 
with Mr, Clowes—Enters ths mkUsirff: 

* The lioly scriptures do plainly hold forth the necessity of 
8 real change to be made in the temper and dispositions ot the 
soMly and not a relative only, respecting its state.— Howe. 

Thb designs of an infinitely wise Providence 
towards John Oxtoby were those of love and mercy. 
The Almiehty saw that he, though sunk in dread- 
ful sin, and far away from Christ and real happi- 
ness, might become a changed man in heart, and 
in all his ways, and be made an honoured instru- 
ment in his hands to proclaim his blessed truth to 
men. Though he was deeply fallen, a rebel 
against his king, and hastening on the path to end- 



THE KEW CBEATUIUS. 13 

less pain ; yet in him, even him, there was a sou), 
the strings of which when toadied hy a miaster's 
hand, were sosceptihle of sacred tune, and that 
would vibrate to the touch of heaven. Although 
lie had spent thirty-seven long and dreary years 
in deep ignorance and in the most hardened wick* 
edness, had lived in thick darkness amidst tlie 
blaze of gospel day» and had indulged tibe basest 
ingratitude amidst great forbearance and many 
mercies; yet that august Beii^ who is merci- 
ful and gracious^ longsuffering, and abuadaat in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, aad sin^ vudted 
him with conviction and shook him ynih, terrors. 
Partly under a minister of the Oburch of En^nd, 
but principally by the instrumentality of a Wes- 
leyan minister, he was awakened to a deep sense 
of his extreme sinfulness, and the danger to which 
his soul was exposed. This was in the year 1804. 
When Ood broke in upon his deluded soul, he was 
filled with the most alarming horrors; his sins 
were felt as a burden intolerable, and hdl from 
beneath appeared as if open to receive him. In- 
deed, such was the anguish of his spirit, that it 
gave it a deep tinge of grief to his whole conduct. 
He forgot to partake of necessary food ; he wan- 
dered about forlorn and solitary, and sleep de- 
parted for a season from his eyes. In acting thus, 
his conduct appeared strange and almost inexpli- 
cable to many of those around, who had been his 
companions in sin, and who were still pursuing 
those practices which marked them as travelling 
the downward road to hell. With some of these, 
the popular sentiment was, that John Oxtoby was 
'beside himself,' and that his religious whims 
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were making him mad. He cried aload for mercy, 
oonfessing his sins before God, giving him no rest 
night or day. After a severe and somewhat pro- 
tracted struggle of soul, the Lord lifted upon his 
spirit the light of his reconciled countenance, and 
blessed him with the joys of his salvation. He 
now experienced that Jehovah had power on earth 
to forgive sins, and was filled with joy in the Holy 
Ghost. He had obtained the pearl of great price, 
and was desirous to use his powers of body and 
mind for the glory of God. Scarcely had he tasted 
that the Lord was gracious, before he felt and ex- 
pressed an anxious wish that others^ particularly 
that his relatives and acquaintances, should par- 
take of the same blessing, and enjoy the same li- 
berty. In the light of me ever blessed Spirit he 
saw the evils of the dark and burdened state of 
heart in which he had Hved, alas! too long ; he 
feared for the condition of many of his neighbours ; 
he knew that the mercy which had been extended 
to him, would, if applied for, reach them ; his 
bowels yearned with compassion towards them ; 
and he was anxious to snatch them from the jaws 
of ruin. Under these impressions, to use his own 
words, *he became a missionary.' As opportu- 
nity served, he visited his neighbours, both rich 
and poor, from house to house, excepting none. 
He began simply and joyfully to tell what God 
had done for his soul, expecting that every one 
would believe his report, and make the same happy 
choice. But he soon found himself disappointed. 
Like the deeply pious, fine tempered, and learned 
Melancthon, who in similar circumstances said 
that he soon found old satan^r too old /or younp 
Melancthon ; John found satan*s hold of souls was 
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not easily broken. The people generally mani- 
fested great stupidity, and, unconcerned about their 
soul's salvation, paid but little attention to what 
he said. The reception with which he met, was, 
as might be expected, various. Some persons 
were amazed at the change wrought in him; some 
wondered how these things could be ; some pitied 
him because of his weakness ; some blasphemed 
him because of his religion ; some listened to his 
fervent and solemn devotions ; and a few were 
awakened and delivered from the chains of their 
old master, and converted to the faith of Jesus 
Christ. The difficulties with which he met did 
not intimidate him, and the degree of success with 
which his efforts were at last crowned, inspired 
him with greater confidence, and quiokenea his 
steps in the way of diligent perseverance. Hence 
it was that this mode of proceeding, was a leading 
feature in his conduct to the commencement of 
that illness which terminated his useful life. 

And, oh ! how poor would have been the most 
liberal education, the possession of the greatest 
measure of earthly riches, the attainment of the 
highest degrees of honour or influence, compared 
with a mode of conduct so distinguished and great! 
To be employed in such an holy enterprise very 
far exceeds everything which the men of the world 
call noble or heroic, an employment which is 
worthy of the intense and ardent piety of a seraph, 
and the profound and ripened intelligence of the 
greatest and most lofty-minded angel that minis- 
ters before the throne of God. 

Some situations are awfully characterised by crime 
and the inhabitants, like those of Sodom, appear 
to be ripe for destruction. Such was the spiritual 
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oondition of a place called Warier, when our bro* 
ther, glowing with an ardent zeal and tender love 
made his way to the people, and testified ainonffst 
them of the power and enjoyments of the religion 
of Jesus. But while John visited the yeople from 
house to house, to talk and to pray with their fa- 
milies, he met with much opposition, and had to 
use many entreaties and to bear many unpleasant 
things. Nevertheless he went on his way, until 
he beheld the difficulties vanish before him on 
every hand; the blessing of God in connection 
with his zealous and persevering labours, fell on the 
people ; the miehty change they saw in him po- 
werfully affected them ; a delightful change was 
wrought in the village ; his way was made open 
to almost every family. There was not a house 
in tlie place but what he visited, and prayed with 
its inmates ; and if he, by any circumstance, 
passed by any of their houses, they would cry out 
^ what have we done that we must not have him 
to pray ^th our families V His prayers returned 
into his own bosom, and he spoke of his growing 
in faith and in love to God and man ; a Divine 
power attended his supplications, and the people 
expected the blessing as soon as he began to 
supplicate the throne of grace. His labours 
became of great service to the aforementioned 
village. It b^n to wear a different aspect; 
open profanity ourst not show itself as it had been 
wont to do ; and many began to pray who before 
desired not the knowledge of God. He was not 
only anxious to bring sinners to God, while his 
heart was slowing with the fire of his first love, 
and while he was warmly impressed with the re- 
cent displays of pardoning mercy, but his conduct, 
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in this particular, arose from principle ; a princi" 
pie which grew and strengthened with him while 
he lived. During the years which he spent after 
his conyersion in the heavy toils of agricultural 
life, he was not only noted for his piety, hut for 
his bowels of compassion, and burning zeal towards 
those that were living in sin, and for his unwearied 
efforts to bring them to the enjoyment of saving 
mercy. Sometime previous to his being regularly 
employed as a traveling preacher, he abandoned 
his w;orldly employment; threw himself, in a 
great degree, upon the bounty of Providence for 
support ; commenced a tour in search of those who 
were lost ; and, like his Divine Master, * went 
about doing good,' Thns this lover of the souls 
of men proceeded on his way, endeavouring to 
scatter life and salvation amongst his fellowmen 
as time and opportunity allowed. 

For about fifteen years after his conversion, he 
continued with the Wesleyan Methodists, thirst- 
ing for the Lord of Hosts, and promoting his glory 
to the best of his ability. His conduct while in 
that community was^ according to the most au- 
thentic information^ one continuance of devoted-r 
ness to God, and of unremitting efforts to do good. 
How he first became acquainted with the Primi^ 
tives we are not able to state ; but a little while 
betore he cast in his lot amongst them, he was 
fully engaged in the vineyard 5 the Lord, — ^not, 
indeed^ as a regular travelling preacher, nor as 
a preacher at au, for his exercises were mainly 
exhortation and prayer ; but, without salary or 
worldly recompense, he was journeying from town 
to town, and from village to Ullage ; for the pur- 
pose of purs^ading men to be reconciled to Go4. 
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Generally when thus employed, he had with 
him a companion who was likeminded with him- 
self. At the time now under notice, he and 
George Nicholson were united as the heart of one 
man. They laboured together and had much 
fruit. EUerton, Brantingham, South Gave, North 
Cave, and Newhold, were prominent among the 
places which they visited. In those places, and 
some others which might be named, they had an 
amount of success which surprised many ; and for 
which, some in vain attempted to account apart 
from the energy of the spirit of God. Even then 
there were prudent and calculating professors who 
declared that all was the result of merely human 
excitement, and was produced by a wild fire, and 
not by the power of the Highest. But the good 
fruit remained, and even now, (January 15th, 
1856,) in those places the name oi Oxtoby is dear 
as precious ointment, which is poured forth. 

Another of his choice companions was Robert 
Coultas. Robert was not only similar in spirit and 
devotednees, but similar in his limited mental power 
and culture. They werehowerer, true yoke-fellows 
and helpers of eftch others joy. There are cases yet 
in recollection in which the united triumphs of their 
faith havebeen most surprising. I now remember 
an instance in which a minister had most earnestly 
and diligently been seeking the blessing of perfect 
love for months, and who under their united pray- 
ers obtained it in a few minutes. 

While thus employed, and while owned with 
uccommon success, he became acquainted with 
some of the preachers who, a little while before, 
had been sent from the Nottmeham Circuit for 
the purpose of visiting Hull and the neighbour- 
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hood. This acquaintance led to a union of 
spirit with them ; and, hy a train of Providential 
circumstances, especially through a desire to un- 
derstand more of the manners and success of the 
Primitive Methodists, he was led, in the year 
1819 — then in the fifty-second year of his age — 
to connect himself more especially with Mr. 
Clowes; with whom he had the great pleasure of 
seeing large numbers converted to God. He be- 
came a right hand man to this holy ambassador 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in his great labours ; for 
he mightily assisted him in praymg mourners into 
liberty. Here he was very diligent, zealous, and 
useful. Likewise, at this time, he employed him- 
self in daily family visiting from house to house, 
trusting in a measure to his own resources for 
support, while he was doing the work of his 
Master. Through this acquaintance he was led 
to become a Member of our beloved Connexion. 

One always feels delicate in stating the reasons 
assigned by persons fur leaving other religious bo- 
dies. When, however, such reasons are assigned, 
they should not be considered as ours, but as the 
person's by whom they were stated. Brother 
Oxtoby repeatedly gave, in the most unequivocal 
manner, his reasons for joining the people of his 
choice. From the time that he became acquainted 
with the Connexion, he strongly approved of the 
spirit and conduct of its preachers, and felt a great 
union of soul with them. The reason he stated 
for this was, because he thought that they had 
mttch morefaith^ and laboured with much greater 
power in their sermons, than most of the minis** 
ters had, whom, till then, he had known ; and be* 
cause their labours were productive of so much 
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good. For a great outpourins; of the spirit at- 
tended them, and sinners, by hundreds, were con- 
verted wherever they went. This was work in 
which his soul delighted, and in which he knew 
it would prosper. Hence^ without hesitation, he 
joined them ; still went on endeavourinf; to do 
good; and was the first to introduce Primitive 
Methodism into many places which he visited. 

When Mr. Clowes began to extend his labours 
to different places, John still attended him as an 
assistant, and, in labouring with mourners, was 
especially useful. At intervals, when not engaged 
with Mr. Clowes, he returned to Hull, and visited 
and laboured amongst the people. He also made 
little excmrsions himself, and was successful in the 
conversion of sinners to God. After thus proceed- 
ing for a time^ by degrees, he began to speak a 
little in public ; and, becoming more accustomed 
to this, m about twelve months, he was admitted 
on the plan, with a few appointments, as a local 
preacher. For about three years he laboured in 
this capacity ; and, by his prayers, and diligent 
and constant labours, he became a blessing to those 
amongst whom he toil3d. Thus, from the time 
of his conversion to God, to the end of the period 
tliat he continued as a local preacher, the same 
deep piety, glowing zeal, desure to glorify 'God, 
and to benefit man, characterised him in all his 
proceedings. It was a deep and satisfactory con- 
viction of the depth and genuineness of his piety, 
his ardent love to God, and disinterested regard 
to man, that caused many to admire him, and 
made him an especial blessing to their souls. And 
it is this spiritual excellency, this heavenly- 
mindednoss, this simplicity of design, this fervent 
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longing after the conversion of the souls of men, 
this great concern to disseminate the religion of 
the Son of God, this opposition to the infernal 
designs of satan, which ever makes a deep im- 
pression on the minds of tnose who have a know- 
edge of its existence in the soul. 

John Oztoby was a man of the right kind, — a 
man of power with God — oi spiritual weight. 
Convictions of this kind, of the most powerful 
nature, soon seized the men of might and war at 
Hull ; and that keen-eyed and holy man of God, 
Mr. Clowes, in his divinely enlightened soul, saV 
in him of whom we write a man of might and 
power, — a helper true and firm. Consequently, 
these things led to the Hull Circuit giving John 
a call to engage at large as a Primitive Methodist 
Itinerant Preacher. This was about the year 
1823. We, therefore, in our next chapter, shall 
proceed to point out his career as such. 

' Bent on such elorious toils, 

The world to him was loss ; 
But all his trophies,- all his spoils. 

He hung upoa the cross !' 



CHAPTER III. 

THE SUCCESSFUL MINISTER-1823-.1829. 

Ht wa8 a proper person for the Itmercmcy — Eis appoint' 
ment to WeetgcUe — The state of the stcUion when he entered 
oAit — Extracts from hU jowrnaX — Letter to Robert OouUae 

— Poetry on John Oxtohy Thcv>gkts of sending him to 

London — His strong objections to it — A letter on the subject 
— Remarlcs^'Another letter — Qoes to Leicester — A third 
Utter-^Fifty souls saved — Eis appointment to Bwmaley—A 
fourih letter^~Eis appointment to EuU — A letter and an 
extras from his journal — Observations — Eis appointment 
to Tadcaster—Eis success there — Two lelters^Eis appoint- 
ment to Leeds — A letter^Eis appointment to Ealifaa — 
Moitiy great men not useful — John Oxtohy*s ^fuceess was 
spiritual — Very extensive — Really glorioiu — Constant and 
continifttd — All his success the result of the influence of the 
Eoly Spirit — Such success vmportanU 

* Finally, be alive ! Be a man of God ! Be in the Spirit ! 
be a flame of heavenly fire ! Bum, yea, bum for God and 

souls.'— BSAMWELL. 

In the last chapter, we have seen John Oxtoby 
truly enlightened and converted to God. Filled 
with that sincere love to God and man which we 
have described him as enjoying, and burning with 
a holy zeal for the honour of his Divine Master, 
he cared not what sacrifices he made to glorify 
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his name, and to extend his empire among the 
sons of men. He was, therefore, a proper person 
to be employed by our people at that time, in 
the capacity of a travelling preacher. The Con- 
nexion did not then so much need men of great 
learning and mental vigour, as men of holy soul 
and simple aim, who, bemg full of the Holy Ghost 
and faith, were prepared to face the foe, or breast 
and brave the storm. Giants in the Divine life 
were needed, — ^men prepared to dig in the quarry, 
and to use the sledge hammer, that they might 
get out the stones of nature, to be polished for 
the building of the living God. The Connexion 
showed great wisdom, therefore, in choosing such 
men as our departed brother. 

His name first appeared on the Conference 
Minutes in 1824 ; and it continued thereon to the 
close of his pious ministerial career. Hia first 
station was the Westgate Branch of the Hull Cir- 
cuit, to which he was stationed by the September 
Quarter-Day. Here, then, he began, in the ca- 
pacity of a travelling preacher, those powerful 
aggressions upon the citadel and empire of the 
enemy which were continued with so much ardent 
and persevering zeal to the end of his very useful 
life. His grand characteristics on this his first 
station were love to souls, desire to glorify God, 
fervent prayer, strong faith, and very zea- 
lous exertions in his Eedeemer*s kingdom. In 
fact, he entered upon his work * like one deter- 
mined to vanquish the foe in every struggle. His 
whole soul panted within him for the extension 
of the kingdom of God, and the deliverance of 
immortal spirits from the thraldom of sin and 
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satan. He looked upon the moral waste before 
him with the tenderest sympathy to the souls of 
men, and cast himself into the midst of his work 
as one who was determined to conquer. 

The labours of the preacher stationed on West- 

fate Branch before our brother arrived there had 
een abundantly owned of the Lord; so that, 
when he entered upon his work, he had the joy to 
discover a blessed and extensive revival of reU- 
gion. Thus encouraged, he began with all his 
soul to seek to extend the work which his Lord 
and Master had so graciously begun. He was not 
one of those low and contracted persons who envy 
the success of their colleagues. He rejoiced when 
he saw the blessing of God had richly descended 
on the labours of his predecessors ; and he soon 
began to seek, by every way possible, to extend 
the mighty work of God his Saviour. His whole 
strengUi of body and soul was soon cast into the 
mighty enterprise in which he had engaged* 
Neither did he labour in vain, or spend his 
strength for nought. He drove the enemy on 
every hand, and conquered in every battle. 
Showers of Divine blessings, in answer to his sin* 
cere and believing prayers, were bestowed upon 
his labours, and great numbers were soon converted 
to God, and rejoiced in his goodness and mercy. 

We cannot do better than give an extract from 
his journal at this time, which fully shows the 
great success which attended his pious and per- 
severing exertions. In his journal, he observes 
as follows: — 
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Being appointed for Weardale^ in the Westgate branch 
of the Hull Circuit, I left Whitehaven September 24th, 
1824, and wallced to Carlisle, forty two milea. 
^ Sunday, 26th. — Preached at Carlisle at two o'clock and 
six. The sanctifying power came down at night, and 
struck three to the ground ; two were justified. 

27th. — Left Carlisle, and came to Alston. Preached at 
night. Brother Qamer and three more were sanctified 
wholly, and two were set at liberty. 

28th. — Preached again. The sanctifying power came 
down; four fell. 

29th.— Came to Wentbead, in die Westgate ]foanch. 
Preached at night ; four were struck down by the sancti- 
fying power of God. 

October 2. — Came to Westgate, 

Sunday, 3. — ^While leading a class, two were sanctified 
wholly. Preached at Weitgate at half-past one, and at 
Stanhope at night. 

4. — Swinhopeburn prayer meeting. The sanctifying 
power came down while waiting in silence on God before 
the meeting began. A woman said a man had taken a fit. 
I said he was going to get his soul sanctified. At that 
moment ha fell down, and tumbled about the floor, so that 
three or four could not hold him. In a little time, three 
others were rolling about in the same mamier. About 
half an hour after, they rose, with uplifted hands, shout- 
ing, ' Glory I glory ! glory t glory V &o., and blessing 
and praising G^od. All fonr were fiiUj sanctified, and two 
got set at liberty. 

5th. — Preached at Westgate ; two were set at liberty. 

6th. — ^Preached at Hun£alford, and held a fellowship 
meeting ; three or four were sanctified wholly, and eight 
justified. 

7th.«-Preaahed at Irehopesburn ; four were sanctified 
wholly, and two got liberty. 

8th. — Preached at Westgate ; a pentecostal power came 
down whilst singing, 'Refining fire go through my 
hearty' &o. They began to fait orer on all ndes, cr3nng, 
'Glory! fflory! glory!' and some cried, 'O Lord, en- 
large my heart.' Many were astonished. Some ran out 
of the chapel. To some it appeared nothing but confu- 
sion ; as some were praying with mourners ; others rejoio- 
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ing with believors ; and others were singing. Upwards 
of twenty were mnctified wholly, and three or four were 
set at liberty. Praise God for ever ! 

9th. — Preached again at Westgate, and held a prayer 
meeti&g after. I cannot tell how many were sanctified 
and justified ; but it was believed there were near twenty. 
This meeting was carried on in the same manner as yester- 
night's. 

Wednesday, October 13th. — Preached at Sud^ ell; sere- 
lal in distress. 

14th. — Preached at Stanhope ; two got liberty, and 
three next morning. 

16th. — Preached at Westgate ; five were sanctified 
wholly. 

Sunday, 17 th. — Preached at Westgate, at half past one. 
and at Stanhope at six o'clock. 

19tb. — Preached at Westgate ; held a prayer meeting 
after ; the power of God was among us. 

20th.- Preached at Westgate ; one got liberty ; several 
more were in distress. 

21st — Preached at Lanebead ; held a prayer meeting 
after ; four were sanctified, and a backslider ; several were 
in distress. 

Sunday, 24th. — Held a lovefeast at Nenthead ; it was a 
great day of God. Two men came twenty miles to get 
Rancti6ed ; one of them caught the holy fire and carried it 
to Middleton ; and now it is spreading there. Several 
were sanctified wholly, and some set at liberty. Preached 
at night ; the power of the Lord was present. 

26th. — Preached at Thilhope, and the Lord laid to his 
helping hand ; four got cle^n hearts. Two men came to 
scoff; the Lord laid hold of one and brought him down ; 
every bone in him shook. The other went away wounded . 

27th. — Preached at Welhope. The Lord wholly sanc- 
tified two, and one next morning while at family prayer. 

28tb. — Preached at Blacklough ; a full house, a great 
many could not get in. 

29th — Preached at Nenthead ; a good time. 

Sunday, Slst.-- Preached at Nenthead at two, and at 
Wearshead at six ; a very powerful time. 

November 8th. — ^Preached at Stanhope; four were 
sanctified wholly, and two or three set at liberty. 

Nov. 9ih.— Preached at Westgate ; held a prayer meet- 
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ing after ; some were in distress. 

11th. — Went to Edmundbyers to pray with a woman 
possessed of an evil spirit, and met with brother Summer- 
sides ; we prayed with her awhile, but we were obliged 
to give up because so many people came in. So I stood 
up and preached. The Lord pardoned one woman. 

12th. — ^Went to pray with the woman again at eight 
o'clock. When we got there she was cursing, swearing, 
dancing, &c. We kneeled down and prayed with her, 
until near half past twelve. I told her to praise the Lord. 
She said * Curse the Lord !' I then said, ' It (the work) 
shall be done.' But she said ' It shall not be done !' It 
came to bi other Summersides' mind that we should set 
the Lord a time to deliver her. I asked him what time. 
He said 'one o'clock.' I said, 'So bo/it.' And at the 
last moment Qod turned the storm into a calm and 
delivered her. 

13th — Came to Brotherlu and preached; some In distress 
November 14th. — Preached at Westgate, at nine and 
two, and and at Stanhope at six ; a full chapel ; the devil 
raged, and the people put an ass into the chapel. 

20Ui. — Exhorted at the laying of the foundation stone of 
a chapel at Middleton, in Teas£ile, at three o'clock ; one 
woman got hberty. Preached at night to a la^-ge congre- 
gation ; the power of God came down ; five were sancti- 
fied wholly. 

Sunday, Nov. 21. — Whilst renewing tickets in the 
morning at Westgate, the power of God came down ; five 
were sanctified wholly. Preached at two at Westgate, 
and at Wearshead at night. 

23rd. — Preached at Wearshead chapel ; while at family 
prayer three were cleansed. 
24th. — ^Preached at Brotherlu j a very good time. 
27th. — Preached at East Blackdean, at nine o'clock ; 
the power of God was among us : three were sanctified 
wholly. Held a lovefeast at Wearshead chapel, at one 
o'clock ; a blessed tims ; upwards of twenty were sanctifi- 
ed wholly, some were set at liberty. Preached at night 
at Westgate ; three or four were sanctified, and one justified 
There were six wholly sanctified, and two justified, at 
Westgate, at a class, this morning. 

29th.— Preached at Eastgate ; a powerful time ; good 
was done.' 
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30th. — Preached at Weatgate ; had a good time ; the 
eanctifying power came down in a wonderful manner ; one 
old hacksUder got liberty after a long and hard straggle. 

December 3rd, 1824. — ^Went from Westgate to l^e- 
head, and preached with great liberty ; good was done. 
Praise the Lord ! 

Friday, Dec. 8rd. — ^Went to Nenthead. Called at one 
of our member's houses ; went .to prayer, and the power 
of the Lord came down ; one of their sons got liberty. 
Preached at night ; the mighty power of God was there : 
one woman got liberty, also two backsliders were awa> 
kened. Glory be to God ! 

Tuesday, 7th. — ^Preached at Killhope; the power of Grod 
came down ; two fell to the ground, and were renewed 
in love ; one woman was sanctified wholly. At family 
prayer, next morning one soul was sanctified wholly, and 
the Lord laid hold of a Methodist : he got renewed. 
Praise the Lord I 

Wednesday, 8th. — Preached at Whilhope witii good 
liberty ; the mighty power of the great Jehovah was there. 
Some real good was done. At family prayer next morn- 
ing one soul was sanctified wholly. Glory to God ) 

Thursday, 9th.-^Preaebed at Blaoklough; the Lord 
laid to his helping hand ; three were sanctified wholly, 
and a shout of a king was in the oamp. 

Friday, 10th. — ^Went to Nenthead, and preached with 
power. Good was done. Prdise the Lord I 

Saturday, 11th.— At a prayer meeting at Nenthead; 
one backwider got liberty, and one wounded. 

Sunday, 12th. — Preached at Nenthead, and at Wears- 
head chapel at night The Lord made bare his arm, and 
the mighty power of God came down; there appeared to 
be upwards of thir^, all Uid upon the floor, oTerwhelmed 
with the love of God, and praising God with all their 
mighi Glory to Jesus I 

Dec. 13th — Preaohed at Bamhope. Four fell down 
luder the mighfy power of God ; two of them were Me- 
thodists. Praise God I 

Tuesday, 14th.— Preached At Wearshead chapel. The 
liord laid to his helping hand ; about thirty fell to the 
ground filled with the love of God. These are glorioue 
meetings ; we could not tell how many were justified aad 
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sanctified. Praiae God for ever 1 Amen. 

Thursday, Deoember 16th.^ — Preached at Wearsfaead 
ohi^eL The Lord was amongst us ; many fell down/ 
filled with redeeming love. The power was present to 
heal. 

I'nday, Dec. 17th. — ^Preached at Westgate chapel. 
Grood was done. Praise the Lord ! 

Sunday, Deo. 19th. — Held a lovefeast at Walsingham, 
the Lord was amongst us ; it was a good time ; one sin- 
ner cried out for mercy, and many felt the power of God. 
Praise the Lord I 

Monday, Dec. 20th, — Preached at Stanhope with good 
liberty. Good was done. Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

Tuesday, Dec. 2l8t. — Preached at Westgate with great 
liberty. Tliree souls found peace, and odo was fully sanc- 
tified. 

Thursday, Dec. 23rd. — Fieldstyle prayer meeting, one 
sinner fell to the ground, under the convicting power ef 
God ; he soon rose up and praised a sin pardoning God. 

Friday, Dec. SIst. — Preached at Westgate ohapel, and 
held a fellowship meeting. The Lord laid to his helping 
hand ; some were praising God, and others were crying 
for mercy. 'So that the people could not discover the 
noise of the shout of joy, from the noise of the weeping 
of the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, 
and the noise was heard a&r off.' About .twelve were 
set at liberty, and three or four were sanctified. It was 
past two o'clock in the morning befbre the meeting ended 
Satan's kingdom is coming down down. Praise God I 

Jan. Ist, 1825. — Preached at Wearshead chapel ; many 
souls were set at liberty, and many received a fredi bap- 
tism. Glory be to Jesus ! 

Sunday, Jan. 2nd. — Preached at Westgate chapel, at 
two o'clock. A few were filled with redeeming love. 
Preached at Wearshead chapel at night with great liberty. 
Some good was done. Praise the Lord ! 

Monday, Jan. 3rd.— Preached at Prise. Five souls 
were justified and filled with glory .- O Jesus ride on I 
Amen. 

Wednesday. Jan. 5th. — Preached at Huntshieldfopd ; 
two souls were set at liberty, and one sanctified. 

Thursday^ Jan. 6th.— Breakfasted with a Methodist at 
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Hantshieldford ; Another came in, we kneeled down, aod 
the Lord sanctified her soul. Glory be to God ! 

Sunday, Jan. 9th. — Preached at Wearshead chapel, at 
two o'clock, with great liberty. Real good was done. 
PraiaeGod ! 

Monday, Jan.lOth. — Preached at Eastgate, a good time, 
one woman fell under the mighty power of God, and was 
Banclified, also two more were baptized afresh. Glory to 
Jesus ! 

Tuesday, Jan. 11th. — Preached at Westgate, two sauls 
got liberty, some more in distress. 

Wednesday, Jan. 12th. — Preached at Huntshieldford ; 
one woman was wholly panctified, and another while at 
family prayornext morning. 

Thursday, Jan. ISth. — ^Preached at Lanehead ; a hard 
time. 

Friday, Jan. 1 4th. — Preached at Nenthead, with good 
liberty ; held a prayer-meeting after ; one backslider re- 
stored. Praise the Lord for ever 1 

Saturday, 15th. — Preached at Gargil; the Lord laid 
hold of one man ; he got some lasting good. 

Sunday, 16th. — Preached again at ten o'clock a.m, ; 
the Lord pardoned two sinners. Praise the Lord ! 
Preached at Nenthead, at two and six o'clock ; a quicken • 
ing time to believers. 

Monday, Jan. 17th. — ^Preached at Haggs ; the Lord 
was present ; one shouted out that Gad had sanctified his 
soul ; three more felt the power of Grod and were filled 
with redeeming love. Glory to God 1 

Sunday, Jan. 80th. — ^Preached at Walsingham with 
(Treat liberty. Led the class after ; the mighty power of 
God came down upon two, they were wholly sanctified f 
other two were filled with the love of God. 

Tuesday .February 1st — Brother Summeraides preached 
at Westgate ; we held a fellowship meeting after ; all the 
congregation stayed ; many spoke with simplicity and 
boldness. The Master of assemblies was amongst us; 
about twenty would have fallen down to the floor had 
tliey not been borne up by others, they were so over- 

S>wered by the love of God. Many were sanctified wholly, 
lory be to God for ever I 

March 10th .—At Fieldstyle prayer meeting. Held a 
ftjlowihip meeting ; the Lord made bare his arm } twelve 



tSE StdCESS^UL MIiriSTER. 31 

were laid on the floor, fihoiiting and praising God ; tbey 
were bo filled with the love of Grod that they could scarce 
contain themselves. 

Friday, March 11th, — At a prayer meeting at Brown- 
riggside. The power of God came down; souls laid 
through the house filled with redeeming love. Gloiy to 
Grod j These are golden days. 

Sunday, March 20th. — Preached in the open-air at 
Stanhope, to a large congregation. Held a lovefeiut after ; 
the Lord of Hosts was among us ; the mighty powei of 
God descended ; upwards of twenty were so fiUed with the 
power of God that they could not stand upon their feet ; 
we could not tell how many were justified and sanctified. 
Preached again at night, in the open air, to a greater 
number than in the utemoon. Held a prayer meeting 
after in the house ; many fell down overwhelmed with 
the love of God ; Uiey prayed for God to enlarge their 
hearts. Praise the Lord for ever ! 

Monday, March 28th. — Preached at Prise with great 
liberty ; many were filled with the love of God. Praise 
the Lord i 

Sabbath, April 16th.->Preaohed at Gilli^ The Lord 
made bare his arm ; four souls were sanctified, and two 
Methodists fell down and were filled with the love of God. 
Praise God t 

Wednesday, April 20th.--W«nt on a visit to Hexham. 
Preached at Stayley at two o'clock ; five sonls were 
wholly sanctified. Glory be to Gk>d ! Preached at Hex- 
ham at night ; the Lord laid to his helping hand ; ten or 
twelve were sanctified wholly. 

21tt. — ^Held a prayer meeting at ten o'clock in the fore- 
noon ; about fourteen were laid on the floor shooting God's 
praise. Preached at night ; it was a great meeting ; 
there were about fifteen all overpowered with the love of 
God. ^ Praise God ! As I was returning from Hexham, I 
met with a man breaking stones upon the road, who was 
a backslider. I enquired of him if he ha d seen a wander- 
ing sheep oome that way. I said, * One has strayed from 
the fold, and I am informed it is somewhere in this direcr 
tion. He immediately confessed that he was the wandeF" 
ing sheep. He began weeping. I exhorted him to return 
an to the Lord, and he would heal his baekslidings and 
o2 
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love bim freely. We kneeled down npon the road and 

? rayed ; the Lord set his eonl at full and perfect liberty, 
'he Lord is not tied to times or plaoes ; he oan set sonls 
at liberty upon turnpike roads as well as in fine chapels. 
Praise the Lord for ever I Amen. 

Sunday, April 24tfa. — I was sent for to hold a lovefeast 
at BishoD Auckland. It was a good time ; many were 
sanctifiea, and filled unutterably ^11 of glory and of God. 

By these extracts from his journal, it is very 
evident that a Divine power of a very extra- 
ordinary nature attendea the labours of this good 
man. In all places were he went to deliver the 
message of his Master^ God owned him with his 
blessing. No wonder, therefore, that he «*ould 
so often exclaim, * Praise the Lord for ever ! ' 
The richest manifestations of the Divine goodness 
And m^cy were vouohsafed to his labours; and 
multitudes fell Wore the truth which he simply 
taught. What a picture have we in this extract 
from his journal of what may be done by a really 
devoted and zealous minister of Christ, even 
though he may be little esteemed for his natural 
or acquired afafllities. Our departed brother had 
no stores of theological or general knowledge ; he 
could bring forth no fund of interesting or instruc- 
tive learning, to please the taste and gratify the 
fancies of his hearers; but he was spiritually 
wise, Divinely learned, a mim of sound judgement 
with respect to the way to God's throne of grace, 
and how to prevail for the promised blessing of 
Jehovah upon his efforts. And, therefore, be-» 
lieving, he sought with single aim the power and 

frace of God ; and as he sought, he obtained the 
esire of his heart ; Heaven heard his sincere and 
fervent prayers, and the Holy Ghost came down 
i^ showers upon the vineyard which he planted. 



THE SUCCESSFUL MINISTEB. 33 

Ho could have no superior judgement with respect 
to the adaptation of his plain and mmple sermons 
to the various persons to whom he ministered in 
holy things. He understood bat little of the per- 
suasive powers of eloquence, or the force and 
conclusivness of syllc^stie reasoning or argu*. 
ment. He had only one plan, which was to be- 
seech God to help him in his work, and to favour 
him with success; and this he realised in ricli 
abundance. 

His great usefulness while on this station is fur- 
ther shown by a letter which he wrote to his 
intimate friend, Robert Oonkas, to whom lie 
observes : — 

BxAB Bbothvb nr Crbtst, Juno 23, 1825. 

I send these lineB with my kind lore to yon. I hope 
they will find yon full of God and heaven. They leave 
me on my way to heaven. Glory be to God fop ever ! 
The people sent for me to go to Hexham, and the Lord 
went with me. You know we need not go without God. 
Praise hit name ! He made bare his arm. It would hare 
just suited vou to have seen the effects of Jehovah's 
power, for uie people lay on the ffronnd by fifteen toge- 
ther. As I went I called at Stimey, and preached, and 
the Lord sanctified five souls. Glory be to his name ! 
Then I set out for Hexham, and preached at night, and 
the Lord made bare his arm. I wish you had been there, 
they lay upon the gronnd under the mighty power fk 
God. Some ran off with all speed, and others stayed 
looking on, and the preacher stppd carelessly looking on, 
and never offered up one prayer. Are these Primitive 
jif ethodist Preaehers ? Well may the work of God not go 
on. I gave out for a meetiDgr for the next day, at hatf> 
past ten o'clock, and people came from all quarters, 
and the Lord laid them ^wn upon the ground. Bobert, 
I ^sh you had been there ; some were shouting for sanoti* 
fication, and others for justification. I gave out for 
preaching at night, and some came fifteen miles to get 
C3 
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•the blessing, and glory be to Gk>d I they did not go away 
without it. Next morning we had a meeting, and people 
oame from all quarters, and Grod displayed bis power, and 
they say about twenty souls were laid on the ground 
shouting and praising God in a wonderful manner. Next 
day I set out for Bishop- Audkland, to liold a love -feast, 
and when I got to Stayley, where I preached as I went, 
the Lord set two eouls at liberty .; one -of them was eighty 
two years of age. Glory be to God 1 Then I went to 
Bishop. Auckland, and preached at night, and the Lord 
sanctified one soul as I was preaching' She fell under 
the mighty power of God and obtained the blessing. We 
had a good ioye- feast I .preached in the morning and 
at night, and good was done. They had only six mem- 
bers and now they have fifty in society. Praise the Lord 
O my soul for «ver I Give my kind loye to your brother 
Thomas and your preachers, and warn them of their 
* paper pelletSt for they shoot but few ; the Devil is proof 
against them. Tell them from me they must have red 
hot balls to do execution. Fray for me, that God may 
own my labours more and more. Give my love to aU 
inquiring friends. Still continue to pray for me. If God 
spare me a Uttle longer, may he make me more useful. 
Aukem* Yours, 

JOBK OXTOBY. 

'Some person composed several verses on onr 
hero at this time, these he sent in a letter to his 
friend Coultas, and as they are a curiosity, we 
here inseit them for the innocent amusement of 
ihe reader. They are slightly altered. 
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It was yesterday I went to hear, 
The man whom all run after ; 
Some join to sing, and some to pray, 
While others make a laughter. 
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r think myself the man is good, 
Although he's rather flighty ; 
His zeal beyond bis knowledge goes, 
Bat still in prayer he's mighty. 

His preaohing gifts, they are bat small, 
Or else he don't improve them ; 
His words, are exhortations all. 
But zealous souls do love them. 

There's.' Psatiitg JoHinrT' in the train, 
Who trusts to faith and not to feeling ; 
And they wha know him best, ezolaim— 
' He's happiest when he's kneeling.' 

When mourning souls are in distress. 
He prays from night to morning ; 
Whioh shows he always feels the best, 
When sinners are returning. 

These verses though very feeble, give pleasing 
testimony to hb deep devotion, and great love for 
immortal souls. 

He continued thus to labour with uncommon 
success in the Westgate Branch for nearly twelve 
months, when he was removed. After he had 
left this station, an idea was seriously entertained 
of sending him to London. What might lead, to 
such an idea, we cinnot now say ; and how far 
such an arrangement was wise, is only known to 
God. However, John was decidedlyof the opinion 
that it was not Providential. But on this subject 
we will allow him to express his own views. To 
a friend at this time he wrote as follows : — 

'September 15th, 1826, 
* DlAB Sib,— This comes with my kind love to you, 
hoping you are well, and on your way to a better world. 
You would wonder that I went not to London. When I 
left Weatdade I did not see my way olear in this matter ; 
and when I got to Hull I was no better. It would be an 
absurd thing to send me to London.- I should, however. 
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tiave BO obneotionB to go eyen to London, if Grod wero to 
•send me ; bnt I bad a clear token from him that the 
jippointment was meraljr of man. When God aends me 
I will go. 

* I preached In Mill Street chapel, Hall, and the power 
of Grod was f<^t in a moat glorious manner. He laid his 
mighty hand upon one woman^ who fell down in her pew, 
and she cried as loudly as yon ever heard them in Wear- 
4ale. Some were afraid and ran oat of the chapel ; the 
devil roared ; an4 thtra was mob, an nprt«r as they had 
not before witn^aaed. 

* I attendod a mai^onary me^tiog at Dri£Siald, where 
we had a grauona inflaeooe* At the cloaOi a young man 
«ame to me, and said he was gioaoln^ for a oMich fuller 
baptism of sanctifying iofluence. 'SSieel down', said I, 
*and yo« shaSL have it ; God will give it you/ Imme- 
diately the mighty power of God descended The young 
man and two more experienced the sanctifying energy of 
the Hdly Gttiaat, and two penitents profbsaed to reoeive a 
«enae of pardon. Ono young woman cried aloud far 
mercy ; and her mother, hearing of tho ciroumstano^ 
came into the chapel raging like a fury, and threatening 
(bo drag her daughter out. Bnt 1 stepped in between 
them, which made the mother rage more niriously ; but X 
said that God was not to be beaten by the devil and an 
old woman ; and I held her at bay till the daughter 
pressed into liberty. 

'I came to Darlington fully expecting to meet the 
^d«vil, and so it proved. A report had b^ spread that 
I could not preach, nor utter five words of common sense; 
bnt Qod has opened my way, and given me &voor in the 
sight of the people ; and he is powerfally aiding me in my 
bUssed work. Many of God's children are receiviag a 
fuU talvation, and numbers are blessed with a sense of 
pardon.' We have lately added about one hundred soula 
to the church. In DarUng^n we have had one of the 
most Ueaaed lovefeasta which our people hare have yet 
witnessed. The good work la becoming general* At 
Bishop Auckland, last Sabbath, eight souls profeaaed to 
receive tkfuil salvation ; and the number who recei?ed a 
fense of paxdon was very oonaidarable, but I oannut stat^ 
bow many. * Tours, ' Jo«N OzTO«T.' 
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• From the foregoing letter, it appears that 
though satan had attempted to sow difficulties in 
JFohn s way at Darlington, God interposed in his 
behalf, and made his way clear; giving him 
favour with the people, and granting him ahun* 
dant success in the work in which he so much de- 
liglited to be engaged. Every opposing influence 
fell before that mighty torrent of heavenly power 
which accompanied his homely appeals to the 
hearts and consciences of the people. God truly 
put honour upon his servant, secured his own 
glory, rebuked the enemy, and greatly increased 
the pumber of his saints. Truly it was ' Not by 
might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the 
living God,' that the mountains fell before this 
pious man, while he attempted to plant the stan- 
dard of the cross of the great Emmanuel. Indeed, 
this is farther shown by another letter, which he 
wrote about the same time, and which is here 
given. 

* November 8th, 1825. 
' Dbab Bbotheb ih Chbist, — I received your letter 
with thankfulness. I bless my Grod that he has kept you 
hitherto ; and he can keep you to the end. I rejoice that 
your father stands fast in the &ith, and that nothing 
moves him from the hope of the gospel. Give my kind 
regards to him, and mother and grandfather, and all the 
friends. Do not forget John Warton at the gate. Tell 
Joseph Warton that I should be glad to hear of his having 
another paralytic stroke— such a one as he had the first 
morning that I met him in class. God is still powerfully 
with us. We had a glorious time when I wa« at Brough. 
I remained next day, and preaohed again in the evening 
The Lord made bare his arm, and many received a fuu 
salvation. Next day I went among the people from 
house to home, and God blessed many souls. At Barnard 
Castle the divine influence was very powerful, and two 
persons professed to receive s^ sense of pardon. I should 
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like again to see you at Westgate before I leave the cotui' 
try ; but I must leave tlmt with the Lord. My dear bro- 
ther, live near to God ; stand by faith. Believe tphen you 
do not feel. "Sou will thus honour Ood, and baffle all the 
powers ofheU. Thank God ! he is deepening his good 
work in my soul, and I much desire to be more usefal. 
Pray for me. 

'Yours, *J0BM OXTOBT.' 

Having, about this time, by some circumstances 
been led to think it possible that he might recover 
the property which he had lost, and to which we 
have before referred, he went to Leicester, to at- 
tempt to recover it from the person to whom he 
had entrusted it. However, in all his way8,^and 
in whatever he sought to accomplish, the same 
deep anxiety for the salvation of the deathless 
souls of his fellowmen was depicted in him ; and 
he kboured to the uttermost to win souls from sin 
to the Saviour. No change of place, or society, 
or engagement could influence him to forget his 
proper business. But, longing for the conversion 
of men to God, he kept this ever before the eye of 
his mind. For this, he willingly entered every 
open door of usefulness, and there nobly fought 
the foe of God and man. Neither did he fight an 
uncertain battle; for God gave him a glorious 
victory at Leicester also. In fact, it is really 
amazing what abundant showers of heavenly rain 
fell upon the seed he sowed. O ! if all those who 
minister in holy things were thus attended in their 
labours with the streams of heavenly grace, what 
grand results would follow the preaching of the 
word ! 

Th.at our brother was exceedingly useful in his 
new situation, is very evident from a letter which 
he wrote at this time which contains some extra"* 
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ordinary information touching the effects of his 
labours when he was found among strangers and 
in a strange place. But let us hear him : — 

<June lOth, 1826. 
' Dbab Bbothbb, — ^With these lines accept my tender- 
est love. I hope you are well and on your way to heaven. 
I would have come again into Weardale to labour among 
you, if the Lord had sent me ; but either the Lord or 
man has sent me elsewhere. How far this inay be of 
God, I cannot say ; but time will prove it. I praise God, 
however, that he still owns my labours. In Driffield 
there was a poor woman in such distress of soul that it 
was expected she would lose her reason. I went to pray 
with her, and God delivered her in a few minutes. How 
amazing it is that so many christians have no idea of lead- 
ing persons into faith and into God. I hope, brother, 
that you will never forget how God wrought in Wear dale 
when I was among you. 

*I have been in the south as far as Leicester ; and many 
there will have to praise God to all eternity for the rich 
and saving influence which attended my visit. I did not 
get much money ; but God gave me many souls. I got 
to Leicester before Whit-8unday ; aod on that day I went 
to our chapel, with the expectation of hearing preaching. 
I found the chapel large, capable I should think, of con- 
taining 1500 persons. When seated, a man came to me 
and said, 'vou must preach.' And if I had given way to 
my feelings, I need not have attempted ; but that God who 
has chosen the weak of this world to confound the things 
which are mighty, powerfully helped me. I had not 
preached long before one woman received a full salvation ; 
and she clapped her hands and shouted * U is done /* and 
I exclaimed ' it is done I only believe.' In a little while 
a man fell down and cried aloud for mercy ; and almost 
instantly God set him at- liberty. Soon after, another man 
sank down on the floor, which caused great alarm and 
consternation. Some hastened to raise him up ; but I 
desired them to leave him alone, and assured them that the 
Lord would help him up. * The good work then became 
general throughout the chapel ; and many were made 
truly happy. I preached again on Monday night, and 
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ih« Lord 8trefeeh«d Ibrib his helping hand. The scene Hi 
one time vas most extraordinary. There was not only a 
yery great shaking, but a great number of persons fell to 
the ground. They actually were strewed all over the 
floor of the saored house ; some were in deep anguidi ; 
•OBM were cnring aloud for meroy ; and some were made 
happy in God, and loudly sang his praises. Blessed be the 
Lord for his marvellous doings ! He has poured out his 
Holy Spirit and kindled a Wharfdale ire in the south. 
The people were filled with amasement, and wondered 
what all this meant ; but many of them koartily jcimd 
ue in the good work. I had paid my ooach fiune to Netting- 
him» intending to proceed there on the morrow ; but they 
persisted that I should not go. My eoach fare was of 
oourse lost ; bat they mad& it good. I therefore re> 
mained with them, and preached again on Tuesday night. 
Again the Lord stretohed forth his hand, and there was a 
migh^ shaking, and a great salvation among the people. 
On Wednesday morning 1 left them, and proeeoded to 
Nottingham ; but before I did so, I had the pleasure to 
loam that about fifty souls had, during my visit, been 
brought into liberty. Kindest love to all. 

• Yours^ 'John Oxtobt.* 

Now, what shall we say concerning the state- 
ments of the previous letter ? Here, where he 
was a straneer, and amongst strange people, not 
in an isolatea corner, or amongst plain and igno- 
rant country people, but in a brge and celebrated 
town, famed for its intellisrenoe, and famous for 
men of vigorous intellect, God equally works with 
him ; plainly showing that the whole of his suc> 
oess must be attributed to the special blessing of 
God, which was given in answer to his sincere 
and persevering prayers. Fifty wult^ in about 
three days, was no mean ingathering. Why, 
many good and wise men have mboured nearly as 
many years, and never had the joy to see so many 
immortal spirits brought to Christ by their la- 
bours. But our departed brother had learned 
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how to direct the arrow, although he was not 
*book learned.' It was ^kfiee work, knee 
work, knee work' with him ; and, consequently, 
it was soul-saving work too. 

How paltry and mean are tha conquests of war- 
riors and statesmen, or the discoveries of philoso- 
phers, when compared with such doings as these ! 
He did not labour in vain, or spend his strength 
for nought. He warred no uncertain warfare. 
His God made his labours a rich blessing to the 
souls of men. The conquest of fifty souls was a 
vastly greater victory than any earthly hero ever 
gained. What were the victories of Hannibal, 
the doings of Alexander, or the achievements of 
Napoleon, when compared with the results of this 
christian man's toils in the vineyard of the 
Lord? 

The man of Grod whose memoir we write, con- 
tinued to labour in different parts of the HuU 
Circuit till midsummer, 1826; and the most 
pleasing tokens of the Divine favour were con- 
nected with his ministry, and multitudes of sin- 
ners were saved, and the chnrehes were greatly 
edified and strengthened through his pious ezer^ 
tions. However, it was thought prudent by the 
Gonnexional authorities to remove him from tb'n 
station at this season; and he was, therefore, 
transferred to another field of labour. 

From midsummer to December, 1826, John 
was stationed in the Bamsley Circuit. Here he 
put forth his utmost exertions to promote a similar 
w«rk to that which he had the pleasure of seeine 
in his previous station ; but he was not encouraged 
by witnessing so great a number conterted to God. 
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It appeftra that there was not that hearty concur- 
rence with him in some parts of this Circuit which 
is every way indispensahle to the accomplishment 
of a mighty work of God. However, he was 
assisted from heaven ; the special blessing of the 
Almighty attended his labours in some parts, and 
numbers were truly converted. Notwithstanding 
the discouragements he met with from some, he 
was greatly esteemed by otliers, who really ad- 
mired his deep piety, and were in every way con- 
vinced of the sincerity of his motives and the 
wisdom of his plans of procedure. Many who 
knew him while he held forth the word of life in 
this station still revere his memory, and speak in 
the liighest terms of him as a truly holy and zea- 
lous labourer in the cause of Christ.* His name 
with them is * as ointment poured forth.' 

Adverting to the difficulties and encouragements 
which he met with in this sphere of toil, he ex- 
presses himself to one of his converts in the words 
of another letter, which we are able to give. This 
letter contains some pleasing and highly enconr- 
aginsc instances of the display of the saving power 
of God. 

' October 4th, 1826. 

<Mt dsab Son in CHBi8T,^Graoe, mercy, and peace 
be multiplied unto you/ and to all tbat are near and 
dear to you. I hope that you are still urging on in the 
way to glory, and making advancement in the divine life. 
I much desire that all my children may remain stead&st 
and that they may ' Press to the mark for the prize of their 
high calling, which is of God in Christ Jesus.' I feel that 
I am making some advance in the good way, and still 
witness the power of God to save souls. 

* On the Ist October, I was Invited to a place called 
the Old Mill ; but I was so unwell that I oould not go. 
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On the afternoon of the following day, being somewhat 
better and strongly pressed in spirit to go, I wont. When 
I got there, I found a man who had been a most hardened 
unbeliever, and a speaker among the deists eight or nine 
years. I kneeled down to pray, and the hand of the Lord 
was powerfully upon him. He trembled and cried aloud 
for mercy ; and 1 continued to agonize for him till hd 
received a clear sense of forgiveness. And such a srene 
followed as I never witnessed. There was a congregation 
assembled, expecting to hear me; but the newly converted 
deist stood up, and preached a sermon which astonished 
all that were present. He took for his* text the following 
appropriate scripture, * It is a fiutbful saying and worthy 
of all acceptation that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief.' He has jo ined with 
us in Christian fellowship, and is likely to be a champion 
for God. Blessed be the Most High ! When men like 
this are converted, satan's kingdom must fall. 

* God would have made me very useful here, but there 
are many in Barnsley who will not have the saving power. 
They resist the Holy Ghost. At Emley, however, there 
is a gracious work. The praying people there read my 
journal, which is published in the Magazine ; and tfiey 
thought if that power was to be had in the north, why not 
they have it at Emley ? They set their hearts to seek it, 
and in one week it came upon them ; and they retain it. 
But the work was not so general as it was in Weardale 
and at Darlington. I however ahide in the faith wieA Cfod, 
and leave all in his hands. I labour on, and praise Him 
that he owns me at alL This, I know is more than I 
deserve. 

' I have visited Doncaster, where God has placed before 
me an open door ; but the Barnsley people will not give 
me up. During my visit, I witnessed some blessed dis* 
plays of the saving power of God. A lady from Wood- 
seats heard me preach in the open air, and was convinced 
of sin ; and, through fiuth in Christ, after three weeks of 
the most agonizing distress, she received a sense of sal- 
vation. It is reported that she is one of the first female 
scholars in Yorkshire; that she has heard many of the 
most talented preachers among^the Calvinists and Indepen- 
dents ; and after all, it pleased God to make me the 
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ioainime»t ia her oonyeraion. No woBder, however, that 
God eocompliBhea tuch great thinga by auch almple 
means ; if not hia own word would faUL and that eannot 
be. He chooaea the fooliah thinga of thia world to ooa- 
Ibund the wiadom of the wiae. 

' There ia another oaae in the iDoncaater Circuit, whieh 
ia veiy remarkable. A young lady, highly educated, and 
living independent, haa been dearly brought to GUkL 
When she had experienced mercy, ahe went to the clergy- 
man and told him what ^eat thinga God had done for her 
aouL The communication quite aetonished him ; and he 
told her that every tree waa known by ita fniita, and that 
he muat wait for the reault He acknowledged, howerer* 
that he had not experienced the thinga of which ahe apoke ; 
and that if that waa conycraion he waa not yet converted* 
He and ahe remained on friendly terma ; and I am net 
without hope that ahe may prove a bleeaing to him* She 
haa joined ua, and ia likely to be very uaeful To God be 
all the praiae aacribed. 

' Continue to live near to Grod, and I ahall meet you in 
heaven. 

'Youra, 'John Oxtobt.' 

So we see that deists aud well educated ladies 
also, were made the joyful partakers of the salva- 
tion of tlie gospel, while this servant of Je3u» 
dispensed the truths of the great Redeemer of men. 
The individuals who had been heroes for satan be- 
came champions for God, and speedily began to 
disseminate that Gospel, and to teach those truths 
which they had scornfully repudiated and sought 
to destroy. Every obstacle fell before the mighty 
influence which God in much mercy bestowed 
upon his labours of kindness. 

From the Bamsley Circuit, our brother, in 
January, 1827, removed to the Hull Circuit ; in 
which he continued until midsummer, 1828. On 
his return to his old circuit, the churches had the 
most indubitable proof that his Master was still 
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ishing Divine power attended him in his yarious 
efforts, and great numbers were saved^ or received 
the blessing cfif entire sanctification as he preached 
the doctrines of t^e Cross to the people. 

Two letters, and an extract from his journal at 
this time, will show how God owned his servant 
while he was engaged in the prosecution of his 
Lord^s work. The testimony of these we there- 
fore ahal add here. In ihem Bb speaks to the 
following effeot : — 

'March 80tfa» 1827. 

■* Mt dbab Soh IK Chbist,—! received your welcome 
letter, and wai glad to learn that you continue to go on in 
the good way. You must ateadfasijy believe. Bemember 
that God commanda you to believe ; and it is therefore 
your duty and privilege to believe. Some religious pro- 
fessors aver that it i$ wrong to fay that they believe till 
they feel the blessing. But where does God say so ? SoUf 
take encouragement ; stedfastly rely upon the Lord ; t^ 
him you do heiieve ; and thus will you honour God, iauA 
he will honour ypu by bestowing upon you the blessings 
which you need. I am glad you see the right way : to 
believe first, in order to receive the bleonog, and to heHeffe 
more and more unto the perfect day. 

' When I learned from your letter the afflictive changes 
which have taken place in Weardale since I left you, t 
was deeply affected. Give my kind regards to Efa'zabeth 
Wharton ; and remind her that the widows mast trust ia 
God ; and that if she does, he will be a husband to her. 
and a father to her children. When I came to Driffield, 
many places in the circuit were doing well, and others 
were very low ; but we have had a gracious work. Last 
quarter we were favoured with an increase of eixly touts ; 
and I am witnessing daily the conversion of sinners, t 
seldom go out but God gives me some fruit. 

' In Driffield and Butterwick, and Langtaft, and Bil- 
ham, and Wetwang; and Garton, and Middleton, we have 
ik gracious work. Brother Thomas Webb has just re< 



M ¥HE SVCCEMFUL MINISTER. 

tuned from the HolderneM tide of the cinmity and iofortm 
me that he has united tixteen souls to the church, who 
professed to ohtain meroy during my last visit among 
them. 

' I had fully expected to have a roving commission be- 
fore now ; bat there has been such a call for additional 
preachers, that in this I have been disappointed; but I still 
hope that in a few months I shall b^ quite free ; and if so, 
I purpose to see you onoe more in Weardale before I die, 
It yields me great pleasure to learn that God is among 
you, and manifesting his power in saving souls. The 
Lordyl am pertuaoed, has called you to speak in his name ; 
and, through his blessing, you may be of much use in your 
generation. Once, I little thought that I should be ho- 
noured and blest in the good work as I have been. But 
in me God has shown by what weak instruments he can 
do a ^reat work ; and thus he confounds the wisdom of 
the wise, excludes all glorying in the cieature, and secures 
the exoelleooy of the power to himself. 

' My kindest lore to you and the &mily, and to all my 
Christian friends. Robert Coultas, of Acklam, desires to 
be kindly remembered to you ; and he says that it is his 
purpose to visit you before long. And may Heaven's 
mercy rest upon you, and all that are near to you. 

'Yours, 'John Oxtobt/ 

In the above letter, the reader has some pleasing 
accounts of his success in his blessed Masters 
work ; and the extract fiom his journal to which 
we have before referred bears testimony to the 
same cheering results ; both corroborating the fact 
that he still was a blessing to the people, as he 
performed the duties of his office. 

In the previoas letter, he gives expression to 
his friend of his desire to revisit the scene of his 
former labours, where God had so signally owned 
him. This desire, we shall now see, he was able 
•to gratify ; for his journal again refers to the place 
where, before, he had rejoiced in the salvatioa of 
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Binltitudee of soals. In his jouraal he writes :-^ 

I left Driffield June 11th, 1827, and got to Darlington 
by the 1 2th, and spoke in the name of the Lord. It was 
a powerful time. Fraise the Lord ! 

18th. — Left DarHngton for Southside, and preached in 
the name of my (Master. Next momlog, I set off for 
Westgate, where Grod has so often owned my labours ; and 
through 'the blessing of '€k>d T arrived safe there. I was 
privileged with the opportunity of attending a camp-meet- 
hig on the 17th of June, and it was an inexpressibly glo* 
rions day. Indiyidualt were brought ta the ground by the 
matchless power of the Deity ; others stood trembling as 
an aspen leaf. My soul, praise thou the Lord ! Tn the 
evening a lovefeast ; and the Lord again made bare his 
holy arm. It was believed thirty were brought to the 
ground by the sanciifjinginflnence of<3«d's Holy Spiri't, 
and they shouted redeeming love. There were no less than 
four poor mourning souls set at full liberty through re- 
deeming love. Glory be to Jents ! Amen. 

18th. — I preached at Eastgate. This is a dark and be* 
liightf d place ; but the Lord was precious to my soul amd 
to individuals. 

19th. — Spoke at Wearhead, and Ood Almighty brought 
five to the ground by his inconceivable power ; they pro- 
fessed to be sanctified wholly. 

^Oth.— Preached at East Blaokdean ; four or five felt 
the sanctifying power. 

^Ist — I went to Fields tile, to hold a prayer meeting ; 
six souls were brought to the ground by the power of G^^ 
and we had the shout of a King in the camp. 

22nd. — Preached at Westgate, and the Lord revealed 
his glory ; seven souls were brought to the ground and 
shouted redeeming love. 

23rd. — ^Preached at Bretberlu, and saw the ark of the 
covenant move; twelve souls were brought flat to the 
ground, and shouted salvation to Jesus. 

24th.— Preached at Westgate ; had full liberty. After 
the night service we bad a fellowship meeting, and the 
power of the Holy One overshadowed us in so powerful a 
manner that they could not contain, their emotions wore 
so surprising. 

25th. — Spoke at Prise, and it was an uncommon time { 
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<he Bunotifying influence waa felt. ' And the people' 
shouted with a great shout, and it wag beard afar off.' 

28tb, —Preached at Huntsfieldford. Held a prayer 
•meeting after ; and, making a ring, I invited tho&e to 
come into it who wore demrouf of pardon ; and two poor 
dif tressed souls came aad found the Lord to be a sin« 
pardoning Grod. 

29th.-~SpokeatLan«head; GodiLlmighty was present 
and sanctified the unholy. 

30th — Was a glorious time ; one woman professed to 
get sanctified. 

July 1st-* Went to Frosteriy, and preached; had a 
powemil time. Led the dass; two souls were broiu;ht 
to the floor under the power of God. Preached at Wal- 
singham; three souls were brought to the ground. Spoke 
in the eyening; and after service, held a fiellowship meet- 
ing ; three souls were brought to the ground, three got 
liberty, and two sanctified to God. I remember there was 
something yeiy remarkable : a poor man who had lost one. 
of his limbs mightily praised the Lord. 

2nd.— Preached at Wearhead ; and^ praise God ! oae 
soul professed to get liberty. 

ith.'^Preached at West Black Daaa ; this was a yeir 
particular time. Held a fellowship meeUng ; eight souk 
were laid flat to the ground by the power of Qod. 

l>th. — Spake at Sidehead, and held a fellowship meeting; 
souls were brought te the ground by the power of God. 

^th.— -Held a prayer meetuss: at Sidehead ; a good time, 
and gp9d was doae. Praise the Lord i 

July 8 th. — ^Preached at Westgate, at two o'clock, and 
had good liberty, and one man, a Methodist, got good. 
At night, I had good liberty, and we afterwards held a 
fellowship meeting ; the Spirit, of God was poured upon 
(he people, and eight souls were filled with the love ol 
God. 

August 26th.— Preached at Wearhead with good 
liberty ; it was a good time. 

27th.— Preached at Hopebam with good liberty, aad 
many felt the power of God. 

29th. — ^Preached at Killshope { the Lord toaohed many 
doner's hearts, and belie?ers were quickened. Preached 
At Wellahopei and had got Ubeny, and good was done. 
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The next morning, I was sent for to pray with a woman. 
We kneeled down to pray, and while engaged, she began 
to shake and tremble beneath the power of God, and she 
believed to the cleansing of her soul, and until it was 
filled with the power of God. 

^Ist — Preached at Black Clongh, and the Lord made 
bare his arm ; one woman, a backslider, was again re« 
stored and sanctified ; and every soul in the hoase felt 
more or less the power of God. Afterwards, we held a 
fellowship meeting^ and many were brought to the ground* 
shouting the praises of Grod. Glory to the great Head of 
the Church ! These are the days of his right hand. 

September 3rd. — Preached at Prise ; the Lord made 
bare bis arm, and five or six were restored again to the 
joys of blB salvation. 

4th. — Preached at Wearhead ; and some were filled 
with the love of God, and shouts of praise echoed through 
the place. 

5th. — Preached at Lanehead ; some were filled with the 
power of God i some sinners were brought down, which, 
when others saw., they ran out. 

6th.— Preached at West Bhick Dean, and had a good 
time ; five souls were brought to the ground, and felt the 
sanctifying power of God. 

12th — Preached at Baitsbum, and the Lord was pre- 
tent ; one woman praised the Lord. 

13ih«— Preached at J>otherty Shield. It was a good 
time ; two women were sanctified. 

14th. — ^Preaohed at Westgate^ and had good liberty. 
Held a fellowsbip meeting, and the Lord manifested his 
power ; four souls were brought to the ground, and were 
filled with the mighty power of God. Praise the Lord, 
O my soul 1 

15th. — I went about seeing the members. In one' 
house, we met with a woman who, at first, was very re- 
luctant to pray ; butufter awhile, she broke out in prayer, 
and the Lord ssnotified her soul. Her husband then saw 
the necessity of enjoying the blessing, and he went into 
the stable to pray, and the Lord cleansed his sou). At 
night, I preached at Brotherlu ; tbe power of God camp 
dpwut and four souls got renewed in love. 

16th. — Preached at Eastgate, at nine o'clock in the 
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morning, and had great tiberty, and good was done. 
Came to Westgate at two o'clock, and had a good time. 
I had not spoke aboye fifteen minutes, when a general 
moving took place thronghout the chapel ; sinners felt 
the power of God. 

18th. — ^Preached at Bridge-end, and it was a good time ; 
two souls got liberty, and many were brought to the 
ground 

19th. — ^Preached at Huntsfieldford ; had cood liberty, 
and another brother got up, and gave a word of exhorta- 
tion, and the power of God came upon the people. One 
young man ran out, but could not reach home without some 
one to help him ; and one ran half a mile to fetch his 
brother; and one came running to me, telling me the 
young man was dying. When I got there, be was got to 
bed, and was trembling. I asked him how he was, and 
where he was trembling* He said it was all his heart: 
We kneeled down, and piayed with him, and the Lord set 
his soul at liberty. I told him to get up, and praise the 
Lord. He immediately got up, and praised him, dapping 
his hands, and jumping about the house with all his might. 
We then returned to the meeting, which waa still going 
on, when another young man came and threw Mmself on 
the ground, where he was in such agony that it took five 
men to keep him down. We prayed with him, and the 
Lord set his soul at liberty. Another was brought to the 
ground two or three times before he got home, and many 
were filled with the sanctifying power of God. 

22nd. — Preached at Sidehead, and the Lord made bare 
his arm ; two souls got liberty, and believers were greatly 
blessed. 

23rd. — Preached at Frosterly in the afternoon ; one waa 
awakened, and could not get out of the house ; and ano« 
ther was sanctified. Preached at Wolsingham, at two ; 
had my full liberty ; two stopped with us, and got liberty« 
Preached at six ; a solemn time, and good waa done. 

a4th.— Preached at Sudwell, and the power of the Lord 
was there. Another brother exhorted ; it waa a good 
time- 

29th.— Preached at East Black Dean, and good was done 
Praise the Lord I 
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80th. — Freaohed at Baltobarn, in the morniiig, and had 
my full liberty ; one man got good. Pueached at Stain- 
hope. It was a melting time ; and at the class, after 
preaching, four souls were faronght to the ground by the 
I ower 01 God. 

8l8t. — Preached at Prise and had good liberty. After 
preaching, we held a fellowship meeting ; the power of 
God came down, and we were filled with redeeming love. 

October 1st. — Freaohed at Coalclough ; had a good 
time. 

2nd. — Preached at Allenheads ; had good liberty, and 
good was done. We held a prayer meeting, and the power 
of God came down upon the people ; four souls were 
brought to the ground. The next day we held a prayer 
meeting, and some got the blessing of entire sanctification. 

3rd. — Preached at Swinhope and had good liberty ; the 
power of Ood came upon one woman, and she was brought 
to the ground ; likewise, a man was brought down beneath 
the power of God. The next day, I went to take dinner 
with a person, and while praying, the Lord set two souls 
at liberty. 

7th. — ^Preached at Swinhope Shield, at two o'clock, 
and had a good time. Preached at Allenheads at night, 
in the open-air. Held a prayer meeting after, and good 
was done. 

16th. — At a new place ; the man of the house was sanc- 
tified, and his wife set at liberty. 

17th. — At Alston ; one soul got liberty, and three more 
in distress. 

21st. — At Hesley Wells -, the congregation was so large 
that I had to preach out of doors; it was a good time. At 
two o'clock we held a loyefeast. I preached before it be- 
gan, in the open-air. The loyefeast was a good one ; the 
Lord was there in mighty power, but some were afraid, 
apd so ran off. 

We now produce the second letter, of which 
we have before spoken ; in which we have the 
same reference to God's great goodness to him 
and the people who composed his congregations. 
The letter breathes the same spurit of holiness, 
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and details similar facta of usefulness. It speaks 
tiius: — 

'November 5th, 1827. 
' Mt Bbotbxb Bobbbs,— These lines come to yon with 
my kind love. I hope you are well in body and sonl, and 
on yoHr way to Glory. Thoy leave me so. The Lord haa 
been deepening his work in my souL Glory be to his 
holy name 1 You will want to know how the work of 
God goes on, and I will inform yon of a little of it. I 
went to WoUingham, and the Lord came down with his 
mighty power upon the people, and one man was not far 
flrom receiving injury. I thonght he would have broken 
bU Idg, and you know that will not do. But you must 
know it was a wooden-leg, and in a second it struck my 
mind, we could get him another. He jumped and leaped, 
and praised Grod with all his mieht. Another man came 
itishing into the house, and roUed and tumbled about it 
so, I thought he would lame somebody ; however, two 
men got hold of him, but it was all th^ could do to hold 
him down. I told them- we must au kneel round him 
and pray, and the Lord delivered him and filled his soul 
with pardoning love. A young man was brought to the 
ground three times before he got home, and he came to 
the meeting on Saturday night, and got liberty. A wo- 
man too was saved. Since they have got sanctified, and 
now they are champions for God. Praise the Lord, O 
my soul ! Skv Amen. T seldom have a meeting but some 
are saved. I&metimes more and sometimes less. There is 
such a display of the power of Grod in Weardale, as there 
is not in England. I have not told you the half of it. You 
must come to see for yourself. On November 26tii, we 
have a lovefeast, and you must come to it, and not fi^il, 
and then you will see such a work of God as you never 
saw. Give mv kind respects to your brother Thomas. 
I hope he is doing well. Emmerson Mushcamp sends 
his respects to you and your brother ; and to your Clenzy- 
man and his fivmily ; and to all inquiring friends. See 
you do not fail to come. 

•Yours, 'John Oxtobt.' 

By the preceeding letter and extract of journal, 
we perceive that the river of the water of life still 
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ttccompanied this deeply devoted messenger of the 
great Redeemer in all his exertions for the honour 
of God and the spiritual improvement of men. In 
fact, the extracts now given clearly show that he 
was not denied the mighty manifestations of the 
grace of God, under any circumstances, or in any 
place or means of ^race. Whether in the puhlic 
service, while engaged in dispensing the word of 
life ; in the class, prayer, or fellowship meeting ; 
while paying a friendly and christian visit to a 
private family, it made no di£Ference ; his eye was 
ever placed on the same grand and important ob- 
ject — the salvation of the souls of men ; and these 
were saved, and shouted the praises ot God, as he 
pointed them to ' The Lamb of God which tak- 
eth away the sins of the world/ 

It cannot be doubted that the preceding extracts 
will be of real service to some Christians, who, 
though not quite strangers to the spirit of adop- 
tion, have often wavered in their confidence in 
God. They likewise clearly teach an opinion 
which is held by some, namely, that a man may 
not only be a healthy christian, but an able minis* 
ter of the New Testament, though possessing 
neither great mental strength nor extensive edu- 
cational advantages. Such a person was John 
Oxtoby. Though on many subjects he would have 
appeared to great disadvantage, his views of sal- 
vation were exceedingly clear^-more so than those 
of many ministers who, in some other human at- 
tainments, excelled him a hundred fold. He had 
a comprehensive and realising conception of God 
as the fountain of salvation,— -of Christ, in his 
atonement, as the meritorious, and, for us, pro- 
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curing cause of that salvation,— *of faith, as the 
appropriating hand which grasps and firmly holds 
that salvation, — of the promises and oaths which 
God has given to man that he will bestow that 
salvation,— >of the Holy Ghost, as the potent agent 
by which the truth is made manifest, the things 
of Christ are revealed to the anxious mind, human 
infirmity is assisted, and human weakness is so 
sustained that we take hold of that salvation, and 
exult in its blessings. Hence he was in every way 
likely to be very useful in his various efforts to 
convince the ungodly and to strengthen and edify 
the Christian believer. 

At midsummer, 1828,our brother removed from 
Hull to Tadcaster Circuit. When he commenced 
his labours at this place, he was in his usual state 
of good health, brisk and cheerful in his spirits, 
and expressed a strong confidence that the circuit, 
which was then very low, would under his labours, 
by the blessing of God, rise and prosper. In these 
views he was right, for the God whom he served 
and whose glory he sought, here, likewise, crowned 
his efforts with his blessing, and the circuit rose 
into spiritual prosperity. As he attended to the 
duties of his office, showers of the Divine blessing 
descended upon the people under his ministry ; 
and the wilderness began to blossom as the rose. 
He carried the fire of God with him from Wear- 
dale, and scattered it amongst the people at Tad* 
caster, and a chapel was needed for the better 
accommodatioh of the rising cause. Wherever he 
went obstacles fell before him, and difficulties 
vanished; sinners w«re saved, and believers were 
built up in the most holy faith, and rejoiced in the 
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blessing of God» 

Two of his letters confirm these statements : 
here they are. Hear what he sajs in them :— - 

'My Brother in Christ, 'Aaffoat 22Dd, 182S. 

* I send these few lines with my kind love to you. I 
hope you and your partner in life are doing well, and ar9 
mi^Ling great progress in the way to glory ; and your 
brother Thomas too. Give my kind love to him and let 
him know how God has owned my labours at Tadcaster* 
Since I came we ha?e had a lovefeast at Wistow, and it 
was a glorious day ; many felt the power of God and got 
sanctified, and some were justified. We had a shout of a 
king in the camp. The next day, as I came home, I 
called at a village, and God blessed two souls ; the second 
day after I came to Tadcaster the Lord set one soul at 
liberty, and another the next day. Praise the Lord ! 

' We are thinking of getting a chapel at Tadcaster, and 
I am going to g^ve them five pounds towards it. I hope 
we shall be able to get one. May the Lord prosper us. 

* George Buand and Alexander will be glad to see you 
at their house as soon as possible. You can come to 
there. I should like to see you. God owned my iabours 
in Lincolnshire. I got to Scarborough quarter day, and 
God brought many to the ground and sanctified them ; 
and some got justified. We had a glorious meetiag. 
Praise the Lord I So now I shall leave it with yon. Ko 
more at present. Excuse haste. 

* Yours, JOBW OXTOBT. 

'December 4th, 1828. 
*My dear Son rN thb Gospsi.,— I hope that this 
will find you still pressing forward in ijxe good way to 
heaven. In Tadcaster the Lord is powerfolly with me, 
and has most encouragingly owned my labours. In two 
cases God has made a speedy end; for within a few 
months of the parties being saved he has taken them home. 
One of the cases was among the most triumphant that I 
ever witnessed. The man, the very day before his depar- 
ture, clapped his hands, and sboated aloud and declared 
that he would not choose to be restored to health for a 
thousand worlds. 
P2 
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* Brother, do Uve fblly to God, and do not shun to de-' 
clare all his counciL I know that God has called yoa to 
labour in his vineyard ; and much will depend on your 
obedience in this matter. Take courage, aud speak, and 
do not fear. Were I not certain that God had called you 
to this work, I wonld not urge yon ; but I am certain ; and 
lam praying that he may daily qualify yon, and make 
you Tery useful. 

.. * There may be times when yon will feel embarrassed^ 
and not have fall liberty ; but you must still trust in God, 
who may thus try you and humble you, that in due time 
he may exalt you. Sometimes when the season for public 
exercises arrives, I feel as if I could say nothing ; but I 
then cast my all upon God, and often have the greatest 
power and enlargement. I cannot judge myself by my 
frames and feelings ; nor do I think that any one sbould. 
Sometimes before God eSects much good by me, he per- 
mits me to be grievoualy tempted by the devil; but blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation, for when God has 
tried him he will bring him forth. Emmerson, I beg of 
you to be very careful and firm in these matters, lest you 
griere the Holy Spirit, and become miserable, while yoa 
might, by pu^'suing a proper course^ come out of the con- 
flict like gold seven times purified. 

• ' L continue to witness powerful effects from the siiaple 
preaching of the gospel. 1, Bobert CouUas, and Tfaomiw 
MorrisB had a powerful day in Holdemess. The worship 
was in the open-air ; and the number who professed to get 
saved was considerable. We remained over the following 
day and night, and witnessed a great salvation among the 
people. We returned to Hull, and again had the same 
blessed results. Many received the grace of pardon, and 
pressed into a full salvation. 

•At Hull, Robert left me; and I pursued my way 
through Lincolnshire, where I was favoured with showers 
of blessings. I reached Scotter in time for their quarterly 
meeting. The evening's service was of an high order for 
Divine power. Some of the people were so peculiarly in - 
fluenoed that they literally leaped, as well as shouted for 
joy. 

* I hope that God will so strengthen, and sustain^ and 
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carry on h\B good work among us, that neither earth nor 
hell shall be able to check it. 

*I am earnestly piaying that Christ may hasten ihe 
coming of his kingdom. Kmd love to all, and particalarly 
to the old soldier, Joseph Walton, and ask him if he coald 
do with another paralytic stroke. 

* Yours, * John Oxtobt.' 

At the end of six months, John left Tadcaster, 
Bnd entered on the Leeds Circuit, in which he re*- 
mained another six months. The friends and 
memhers received him with great gladness, and 
many of them welcomed him to their Circuit as an 
angc^ of God. For, notwithstanding the va^t 
population of this large manufacturing town, and 
his comparatively small talents, they felt confident 
that his deep piety, strong faith, and the powerful 
influence which attended his lahours, wuuld 
triumph over all Here his services were power- 
ful, his enjoyments increasingly deep, and his la* 
bours, as usual, were crowned with much tuccess. 
Previous to his entering on the duties of his min- 
istry in this circuit, the people had been somewhat 
solicitous for his appearance amongst them, his 
fame as a revivalist having spread for and wide ; 
and when he did actually arrive, he soon gave 
proof that God was specially with him, for great 
numbers were blest under his simple and powerful 
ministry who had previously lived in sin against 
God. Uis plain and homely appeals to the peo- 
ple, while he declared his faith in the promises 
and faithfulness of God, were singularly attended 
with the powerful influence of the H0I7 Spirit ; 
and, hence, there is no wonder that so many were 
melted, enlightened, and saved. 
d3 
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To his soooess and other interesting matters in 
this circuit, he adverts in the following letter, 
which was written only a few months previous to 
his death. In it he speaks as follows : — 

'April, 1829. 

'DsAA Bbothir,— With theie lines, acccept my ten- 
derest love. I hope you still press after those things which 
are eternal. 

*Yott, no doubt, desire to know how I like Leeds. 
When I ariiyed here, I thought that I never was in snoh 
a smoky pi toe, nor in sach a place for sin, in my life. It 
abounds with every kind of wickedness which could be 
mentioned. Here they run away with people, and sell 
them to the doctors, I cannot think what this highly 
fnvouied England will oome to. Amidst all this, however, 
the Lord's arm is not shortened, that he cannot save ; but 
he continues to bring sinners to himself. He graciously 
oondescends to own my labours. 

'At Rawden, we had fifteen persons made happy in a 
sense of his pardoning love. We appear to be rising in 
the circuit ; but we yet remain far below the marie. X 
have not yet cast the net so sucoessfully as I desire ; but 
I am praj^ing and believing that the Lord will show us 
his salvation. 

*Iu Leeds, our people are wanting in simplicity ; and 
this greatly hinders the full tide of Divine power from 
flowing among them. And, indeed, I fear that in Wear- 
dale you are injured by the same thing. I thought that 
I perceived something of this the last time I was among 
you. 

'When I came into the Dale at first, what an amasing 
outpouring of the Spirit we had ! We were favoured with 
one of the most glorious works which has been witnessed 
In England ; and perhaps more simplicity has seldom been 
witnessed. But the last time I was among you, there was 
a great and marked change. We had much good done, it 
is true; but it was neither so deep nor so general as it 
might have been. I perceived that some were carried 
away with foolish ideas as to the mere fMntal gifts of 
preachers ; and I thought that they were much more 
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ftwake to tbis thAn to a lively cibsire for a display of tha 
mighty saving power of God. 

* Now, wherever this is the case, you will find that the 
saving woik is hindered, the HolySpirit is grieved, and 
bat few sinners are converted. When the mind is more 
set upon the preat^er than it is upon God, how can it be 
expected that he will work by that mai| ? This has been 
a great hindrance among us here. God has given me 
many souls, for Which I thank him ; but there have been 
great hinderances. 

' By the District Meeting, I am named for Hali&x. 
There are some other places where I am asked for, to 
which I should have given preference ; but the^ will of 
•God be done. If John be sent of Ood, it will do ; if not, it 
wUl avaU nothing. 

' If it be the Divine will, I should like to see you onee 
more in Weardale, hefere I die. Be this as it may, let v» 
so live that we may meet in heaven. Emmerson must not 
shrink from preaching. I hnow that God has called him 
•to this good work, and designs to make him a blessing to 
many. He must believe, and live to God. I much desire 
to see him, and have some conversation with him. j ex- 
pect he will be under strong temptation not to preach ; 
out he must steadfastly remt, firmly believe, promptly obey, 

* My kindest love to all. 

* Yours, 'John Oxtobt.' 

How zealous this man of God seems to have 
been at this time for the real honour of his Maker, 
and the true and spiritual interests of the church. 
Anything like the appearance of a departure from 
godly simplicity evidently aroused his pious soul 
and caused him to lift up his voice in favour of 
the proper interests of the people of the Most 
High. He was keenly concerned that the church 
should behold her right work, and perform it to 
the good af roan and the glory of Christ. 

As ^he brightest and best men in Methodism 
have, in many cases, done in their dying moments, 
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John testified of the glory of the saints, and pointed 
out with plain faithfulness their dangers. O how 
important, that in an age which has so great a thirst 
for intellectual improvenQent, we be deeply alive 
,to the absolute necessity of larger outpourings of 
the Holy Spirit of God, that believers may be 
sanctified, and the unholy may be enlightened, 
alarmed, and saved. 

In June, 1829, brother Oxtoby left Leeds, to 
enter upon Halifax Circuit ; but being in a feeble 
state of health, he did not, for a short time, begin 
to perform the duties of his office, but spent a few 
weeks with his sister at Londsbrough, near Mar- 
ket Weighton, and adopted every prudentia 1 
means for the recovery of his health and wasted 
strength, which had failed during the past year. 
But the means he tried were not fully successful. 
However, he so far recovered as to go to his 
Circuit, and to engage, for a short time, in the 
work which was the object he ever placed be- 
fore him, and which was the joy of his soul. 

On entering the Halifax Circuit, our brother 
was kindly received by the people, who had 
waited with great anxiety to enjoy the labours of 
so singular a man. He commenced his ministry 
on the 22nd of July, and continued to labour, 
more or less, up to November 20th. He could 
not, however, take a regular round, but preached 
at several places where, the people having heard 
of his fame as a mighty champion of God, flocked 
to hear him for themselves. And his exertions 
were not in vain : believers were quickened, sin- 
ners were roused, and some glorious conversions 
took place. 
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But his illness now retarned upon him with 
greater force, and he was compelled to desist from 
his warfare of love, and lay by his sword. During 
the short time he was permitted to preach in this 
circuit, he was made a great blessing to the peo- 
ple, and was received by them with great respet t 
and affection, as a true messenger of God. How- 
ever, his work was now done ; he had completed 
the business his Lord had appointed him to do ; 
and though he often expressed the strongest de- 
sire to labour for the salvation of the souls of 
men, — for the extension of the Redeemer's king- 
dom, and for the honour of God; He who is 
infinite in wisdom and wonderful in working, saw 
it best to remove him from this scene of labour, 
and to call him from earth to his reward in the 
skies. 

In this Circuit, he sheathed his sword, laid by 
his fire-arms, and ceased to strike and fire for God« 
Here his conflicts in the open field were ended, 
and he went out to war no more ; his every public 
fight was finished ; an embassage from the King 
required him to leave the foe, to quit the field, 
and to lay by his instruments of war. 

How mysterious are the ways of Jehovah ! 
^V^hile John was rich with ^poil, and the enemy 
was falling before him on every part of the field ; 
while the citadels and strongholds of the foe were 
being entered and taken ; while multitudes of the 
rebellious were being melted by the news of the 
proclamation of clemency and love from the Sove- 
reign King of the universe, John was called to 
kave his honourable employment, and to war no 
more. Well> better to die crowned with laurels 
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and laden with spoils, in the midst of praise, and 
rich in esteem, than to die vanquished hy the foe, 
and under a cloud. ' God's ways are not as our 
ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts.' ^ He 
can bury his workmen, and still carry on his 
work.' Our revered brother finished his public 
labours hi the Halifax Circuit. 

From the whole of the preceding extracts, 
the candid reader will be perfectly satisfied 
that John Oxtoby was to an extraordinary de- 

gee, a successful minister of the everlasting 
ospel of tt»e Son of God. How many who have 
been blest with great intellectual eodowments, 
and had great influence amongst their fellowmen, 
and likewise enjoyed large measures of earthly 
substance, and w^ho have, at the same time, pro- 
posed to accomplish much good to their fellow 
creatures, and tne removal of great evils from a 
sin-afflicted world, have yet failed to obtained what 
they proposed to realise, and lived and died with- 
out ever having much improved the spiritual con- 
dition of mankind. They have wrought no won- 
ders for the living God, — removed no barriers out 
of the way of human improvement, — stemmed no 
torrent of crime or misery, — and disseminated but 
little reliffious truth among the sons of men. And 
the grand and leading cause of their inability to 
do real good in their day, has generally been their 
want of acquaintance with Christ, and their la- 
mentable destitution of spiritual wisdom and hea* 
venly power. Such individuals have often formed 
the most important projects, and sought their 
accomplishment by the most prudent and perse- 
vering exertions; but, after all, they have failed 
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ofsuecess; and the reason has been obvious: they 
have not sought the direction and blessing of God. 
Living as though they were independent of the 
Lord of Hosts, he has sent no shov^ers of hea- 
venly rain on their labours, which consequently 
have been a comparative failure. No vice in their 
fellowinen has been truly combatted or really re- 
moved ; no spiritual victory has been won ; no 
Divine enjoyment has been obtained by souls 
through their various exertions; no clear and 
enchanting prospect has been opened to men by 
their instructions ; no enemy has been conquered ; 
no cities, towns, villages, families^ or even indivi- 
duals have been elevated and blest by their con- 
tinued endeavours. They may have anxiously 
sought to do good to the world, and to bring 
honour to God; but never having learned the 
glorious art of spiritual war, — never having 
understood or felt the importance of being clothea 
with power from on high, the hearts of the wicked 
have continued unmelted, their wills have been 
fixed in rebellion against God, their understand- 
ings have remained in gross darkness concerning 
scriptural truth, and their souls have been subjectf 
of misery and sin. 

These persons, though educated to the highest 
degree; though favoured by various circumstances 
which have tended to give them the greatest in- 
flaence over the spirits of men ; though acceptable 
in speech and pleasing in person, logical in argu- 
ment and grammatical in the construction of their 
sentences ; though full of the charms and beauties 
of rhetoric; though bold as Demosthenes and 
oonclusiTe and oonvmdmg in argument as Cicero ; 
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though their eloquence may have been smooth as 
a river of oil and pleasant as the notes of the night- 
ingale; though their warnings may have been 
as terrible as the rolling of thunders, impressive 
as the dashing of the falls of Niagara, and aJarming 
as the pestilence that walketh in darkness, — ^bave 
eonouored no foes of God, nor saved any immortal 
»piritsi from the pathway to hell. 

But our respected brother had learned a dif- 
l^r^nl h\<iSon ; for, though he had neither intel- 
Wlua) might nor vast treasures of acquired and 
gi^ueiiil knowledge, vet he had holy anointing 
T\\>m heaven and clear spiritual discernment. 
Jt^hovah was specially with him in all his Circuits. 
As he drew the bow, and pointed the arrow, the 
Almighty directed it to the hearts of the children 
of men. While he, in great simplicity and godly 
sincerity, preached the words of eternal life, light 
ilashed through the sinful mind, and heavenly 
power broke down the stubborn will of rebel man, 
and subdued the rocky heart ; and many found a 
Saviour mighty and willing to save. 

John 8 success was truly spiritual. He did not 
impart much theological knowledge; the doctrines 
of our holy religion were not very instructively 
defined by him, as he preached the gospel of the 
Son of God ; but such kind and degree of apuitual 
and saving knowledge was imparted through his 
, ministry that led men to see the natural oondi- 
. tion of their own hearts, their utter destitution of 
spiritual goodness, their slavery to Satan, and se- 
paration &om their Lord and Saviour. They saw, 
^while he told his tale of Jesus* love, their great 
- ^ncpratitude^ the provoking nature of their sins, 
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the claims of God, their responsiblity, their per- 
ilous state, and the vast importance of an interest 
in the Saviour's precious blood. Under his minis- 
try, men in multitudes saw the need of the Holy 
Spirit's testimony in their souls. They obtained 
clear and convincing views of the necessity of 
heartfelt union with the living God. While he 
proclaimed the words of life, many were convinced 
of sin, righteousness, and judgement, and truly re- 
generated by the Holy Ghost. 

Again, this holy man's success was vert/ exten- 
sive. Seldom has God more signally owned his 
servants than he owned him. In whatever circuit 
he laboured, his Master was with him, and abun- 
dantly crowned his efforts. He saw the multi- 
tudes melted, and conquered, and saved. His 
fame, as a soul saving minister of God, passed 
before him to wherever he was stationed ; the 
news of his mighty success flew, like the light, 
from one place to another ; and the hardened, the 
curious, the careless, and formal were eager to hear 
him, and went and were saved. Many were 
struck to the ground, and roared for the disquie- 
tude within them ; others were affected, as they 
heard the strange preacher preach, and trembled 
as the lamb in the paw of the wolf, or as the cul- 
prit who stands before the judge at the bar, and 
confessed their sins and were saved* So much 
were his labours owaed by God, that many hun- 
dreds were converted to Christ ; and great num- 
bers were wholly sanctified and filled with the 
Spirit of God, as he declared the truths of the 
Gospel to men. ^Hundreds, yea thousands of 
precious souls has he led to the Lamb of God,' 
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sajs one of his coUei^^es, who bears testimony 
to his usefulness. We have only carefully to 

Seraue hi$ journals to be fully satisfied of his won- 
erAil and very extensive success. 

But our preaoher*s success was really glorious. 
Wherever ho went, the condemned were set at 
liberty, the guilty were pardoned, the miserable 
were Uest and made happy in God ; and those 
who were on ihe verge of hell, and near to end- 
loss tgony and woe, were brought to the great 
Redeemer of men, and gloriously saved by faith 
in his blood* Those who had never duly attended 
to Divine and heavenly things, woke up, and saw 
their fblly and danger. Toose who had been 
buried in the cares of this sinful world, and were 
eagerly graspmg its shadows and seeking its joys, 
were induced to lay up treasure in heaven, and to 
pant for its bliss. Those who had been long un- 
Dlest were filled with joy in God. Tongues that 
had swelled in blasphemy learned to sing the Sa- 
viour's praise ; and loud shouts of praise and pesd- 
ing hallelujahs of triumph bur;^t fiom many happy 
souls. Husbands and wives, parents and children, 
poor and rich, sick and afflicted, wise and unwise, 
were brought, by his labours, to the Saviour of 
sinners, and rejoiced in his mercy and love. 

But we further remark, that this pious teach- 
er's success was ecnstant and eantmued. He had 
learned to believe for and to expect effects under 
all his sermons and in all his labonrs ; and as his 
dependance was upon God, and as from him alone 
he looked for help and saving influence, God, who 
had ^ven him his commisaon, did not disappoint 
him m his expectations, but gave him much frnit 
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How many very great and deservedly popular 
ministers of Christ seem but seldom to be really 
useful in the actual conversion of immortal souls. 
But he had the joy of beholding his exertions 
crowned with almost daily success. The enemy 
was conquered before him from year to year, as 
he removed from circuit to circuit, Showers of 
heavenly rain fell upon his labours from time te 
time, as he spoke for God ; and this holy influence 
attended him in all his public and private endea- 
vours in his Lord's vineyard. And this made him 
the sayour of life unto life both in winter and 
summer, by day and night. 

Bathe was likewise successful to the end of his 
life. Even though he had not much bodily 
strength when he entered upon his last earthly 
station, yet his God continued to be with him, 
giving testimony to the word of his grace, and 
blessing the labours of his servant. So long as he 
fought, he continued to conquer. He died pro- 
claimed a conqueror, and laden with spoil. The 
pleasure of the Lord prospered in his hand while 
he toiled at the work his Master had appointed 
him. 

How many, who have been eminently useful at 
certain periods of their ministerial labours, have, 
notwithstanding, lost the glorious art of winning 
souls, and spent years in the vineyard of Christ 
apparently m vain ! Not so this man of God. 
His Lord put honour upon him to the end, and 
took him home from the midst of success, with 
laurels of victory crowning his head. 

The whole of that amazing success which at- 
tended John's ministry must doubtless be attri<- 
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bated to the powerful influence of the Holy Spirit, 
which, in rich abundance, was bestowed upon his 
labours. He had no knowledge of mental philo- 
sophy, and know not how to suit his discourses so 
that they might be the most effectual in moving 
the humau soul and passionSf and be the cause of 
the conversion of men from a course of sin to God. 

Neither could the success of his ministry be 
attributable to his superior logical arrangement, 
force of argument, or eloquence of speech. These 
qualifications for the pulpit he had never sought. 
His whole dependence was on the living God^ 
whose power and blessing he sought in earnest, 
persevering prayer, and by the exercise of a sim- 
ple but steady and powerful faith in the promises 
of his word. And so the Almighty honoured his 
faith, and answered his prayers. He sent floods 
upon the dry ground, as his servant cultivated it ; 
and the wilderness blossomed before him as the 
rose. Where he sowed the seed of truth, he ga- 
thered in an abundant harvest ; and all was the 
blessed result of those holy baptisms of fire and of 
the Holy Ghost which fell from heaven upon his 
persevering exertions of pity for souls. 

And how important is that kind of success 
which attended the ministry of this zealous advo- 
cate of truth. By what means can any ambassa- 
dor of Christ produce the conviction that God has 
called him to preach the word of life, if he has no 
seals to his ministry ? The salvation of immortal 
souls is the most powerful evidence that can pos- 
sibly be given of an individual being called to 
minister in holy things. John had to his ministry 
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this necessary proof that God had selected him to 
preach his Holy word. 

Likewise, how needful it is for the increase and 
encouragement of the church that the efforts of 
the ministry be crowned with success. Neither 
is there any possibility of enlarging God's king-* 
dom on earth so rapidly, if there be no success 
attending the exertions of those who profess to be 
called to preach Hhe truth as it is ill Jesus.' It 
is true that there may be an increase of bare 
ttiorality^ and a greater degree of important know- 
ledge imparted by an inteUigent body of eloquent 
and zealous ministers, who yet may not be directly 
useful in the real conversion of souls. Under 
their ministry, the world may be drawn to the 
sanctuaries of God, and charmed when there ; re- 
ligion may become more fashionable ; the church 
may obtain a vast increase of popularity with the 
world, and may likewise increase in affluence and 
honour and influence; but she will be able to 
prevent the workings of Satan, and prepare men 
for heaven, only as her ministry is baptised with 
the Holy Ghost, and breaks up the strongholds of 
sin. 



CHAPTER IV. 
THE VICTORIOUS SAINT.— 182^-1830. 

AU me» mwUU.^-ffia laU ajficUon.'^Bu gnat happi- 
«en. — Sia latt tnMwragemmt and warning to ihe PnmiUve 
Meihodiit Oonnesnon.'^Is vUited hy Anffels.^-Prays tt^Ue 
dying for thesalifaHon of smds.-^ffis death.—JRemarlst,--- 
PartictUart (xmceming him. 

* It seemed proftine 
To quench aVlory lighted at the skies, 
And cast in shadows nis illufetrious close.* 

There is no possibility, accordiug to the course 
of natural things, and the righteous decree of 
Almighty God, by which thosie who are ever so 
holy, intelligent, or useful, can be preserved to 
the church for its good, or the world for its im- 
provement, beyond a certain period of time. All 
must sicken and die. The rich and the poor, the 
wise and the unwise, the feeble and strong, the 
minister and people, must all alike pay the debt 
oi sin, and pass the bounds of mortal life* The 
best of men are mortal. 

While the subject of our remarks was labouring 
at Tadcaster, he had some symptoms of a declining 
state of health ; so that when he entered on Lee<& 
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Circuit he sank iato a state of enfeeblement. Yet 
h^ was able to kbour, while in this station, with 
considerable profit to himself and the people. 
After he entered on his duties in the Halifax 
Circuit, he rapidly declined in health and 
strength ; so that, 'after a few months of partial 
attention to his appointments, he left the station, 
under the impression that his work on earth was 
done. 

But when his disorder assumed a formidable 
aspect, insomuch that it compelled him to cease 
from his delightful employment, he seemed quite 
reluctant to quit the field. However, he was ne- 
cessiated to leave his Circuit, and he went again 
to his sister s, ^t Londsbrough, where his disorder 
•soon acquired considerable strength, and began to 
assume a very unpromising appearance. He was 
immediately confined to his bed ; and, from the 
time that he arrived at his sisters, he never 
passed the threshold of the door alive. 

His disease baffled all medical skill. His time 
was come. His work was done. He had but 
little pain in his last affliction; and, what ia 
rather particular, great as had been his exertions 
in public speaking, his lungs did not appear to be 
affected. Neither were his mental faculties in the 
least impaired; he retained their strength and 
vigour to the last hour x)f his life. 

Daring the whole of his affliction, he had the 
mos glorious displays of the Divine favour. 
fie received such a baptism of the Holy <jhost 
that his Bonl was filled with peace and joy unut- 
terable. Amidst the sinkings of mortality, the 
sorrowings of bis friends, and his near approach 
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to eternity, he possessed the most steady and se^ 
rene confidence, and approached the vale of death 
as if 



* Prayer was all his businessi 
And all his pleasure praise.' 



tt is well known to thousands, that, for many 
years, his christian enjoyments were of a very 
high kind. But these, when compared with the 
last manifestation which he had hefore he left the 
world, were small. A little while before his de- 
parture, while a friend, who walked a few miles 
to see him, and to profit by his last sickness, was 
bidding him farewell, he, with marks of a strong 
and steady recollection, mentioned the names of 
several persons with whom he had been farmiliarly 
acquainted, and said, ^ Tell them that, strong as 
my faith has been, and great as have been my 
comforts while among them during the years of 
my life, yet all the former manifestations which 
I have had are nothing compared with those which 
I now feel.* 

On another occassion, ne declared that Jesus 
tUhrist was present and precious, — wonderfully 
precious to his soul ; that he felt in his experience 
the abiding truth of that promise, * I wUl never 
leave thee nor forsake thee.' He conversed of 
death and eternity, and of heaven and its felici- 
ties, with such charming sweetness that it was 
truly profitable to be in his company, and seemed 
one of the most desirable situations on earth to 
linger by the side of his bed. When 
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* Near his journey's end, 
And with the port in view/ 

a large measure of that Spirit seemed to rest upon 
him which in rich abundance inspired the minds 
of some of the ancient patriarchs and prophets in 
their last moments, and which enabled them to 
state, with great coniidence, the most cheering 
things concerning the future increase, prosperity, 
and glory of Israel. He was filled with strong 
assurance concerning the progress of the church 
in general, and particularly concerning the pros-^ 

gerity of that Connexion in which, for some years, 
e had laboured, and to which he had been of 
important service. Aided by a light which was 
more than human, he looked from his dying couch 
through the vista of coming years, and felt his soul 
refreshed with a full persuasion that the work of 
the Lord would still be carried on among them 
when he was removed home to his reward. 

While in devout conversation with one of the 
travelling preachers who had called to see him, 
'God, said he, 'will prosper the work of your 
hands, and will save precious souls. Be humble, 
faithful, and zealous ; for pride has been the ruin 
of many. Avoid — be sure to avoid — that fatal 
rock.* He, in a very strong sense, experienced 
the truth of that noble and heart-cheering senti- 
ment, 

*The chamber where the good man meets his fate 
Is privileged beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite on the verge of heaven.* 
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He aeemed to be living in the suburbs, breath- 
ing the air^ and having communion with the in- 
habitants of thai better world. These celestial 
beings visited his apartments, bended in the ten- 
derest sympathy aver his bed of langaishing, 
mutely waited by him, 

'On a post of honour and of joy ;' 

became visible to the eyes of his faith; dis- 
played their lovely beauties and Divine glories to 
his'sight ; furnished evidence of the pleasure which 
they felt by the smile which played upon their 
immortal countenance ; and, as if anxious to have 
him added to their superior society, they beckoned 
him to come away« 

To his sister, in whose house he was, and who, 
according to her ability, administered to his ne- 
cessities and increased his comforts, he said, 'O 
what have I beheld ! such a sight as I cannot pos- 
sibly describe. There were three shining forms 
stood beside me, whose garments were so bright, 
and whose countenances were so glorious, that I 
never saw anything to compare with them before. 
O how sweetly they smiled upon me ! and when 
they departed, they beckoned me to come away.' 

Thus he sweetly journeyed through the scenes 
of his afflictions, undamped by doubt, nndarkened 
by despair, strengthened in his faith, improved in 
his enjoyments, attended by angels, and over- 
shaddowed by God; Peace diffused her heavenly 
quiet through his soul ; Hope held up his head 
amidst the swellings of Jordan, and pointed him 
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to the heaven of repose on the other side ; and 
J07 gilded his last hours with a Divine lustre, 
causing his sun, large and bright, to decline with- 
out a cloud. While his faith, emboldened by 
considerations derived from the Redeemer's cross 
maintained its strong and uushaken grasp of 
Jehovah, it distinctly surveyed the glorious land 
of promise, and called it her own; and felt an 
unshrinking boldness to enter into the holiest 
even into the heaven of heavens, through the 
blood of Christ. Hence he was great in ruin. 
His soul, with a noble magnanimity, reared her 
bead amidst the dissolution and wreck of her 
earthly tenement. While those instruments by 
which alone she could converse with mortals were 
becoming incapacitated for doing their office, she 
made her last effort ; and, ere the lamp of life was 
extinguished she offered up her supplicating 

grayer for dying souls, saying, *Lord, save souls; 
not let them perish ! ' And she gave the vic- 
torious shout of joy, which was, * Glory, glory, 
glory ! * And immediately quitted the abodes of 
men, and winged her way to God's eternal throne 
in heaven. 

The moment that his departing spirit left the 
body, an invisible ho&t of administering friends 
would surround and attend him,< — would carefully 
conduct him towards a happier clime>'-*-would feel 
increasing pleasure from his joining in their com- 
pany and pursuits, — would lead him safely 
through the gates into the city, — ^place him near 
the tmrone of love,*— and, with shouts of joy, haU 
him welcome to the metropolis of heaven. 

The manner in which any saint enters heaven 
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mnst be supremely grand. Remember we that it 
is the triumphant entrance of a soul recently re- 
leased from the body, and escaped from a world of 
toil, sin, and disquietude ; — a soul that has nobly 
*• Fought the good fight of faith,' and Tictoriously 
dosed the conflict ; — a soul attended and congra- 
tulated by many, it may be millions, of the in- 
habitants of the heavenly world ; — a soul blest, as 
it enters, with a smile of the most cordial and 
cheering approbation from that kind and august * 
Being who gives a never-fading crown and a kmg- 
dom of incalculable and exhaustless riches, and of 
eternal duration to all his faithful subjects; — a 
soul which will hear a voice from the throne 
* Whence the living waters flow,' and around 
which there is fulness of joy, saying, ' Well done, 
good and faithful servant ; enter into my joy, and 
sit down on my throne.' 

The manner of brother Oxtoby*s entrance would 
be eminently glorious. We may presume that in 
a peculiar sense it would be 'An abundant en- 
trance.' Many to whom he had been the instru- 
ment of salvation had lived in piety, died in peace, 
escaped to the mansions of light, and were lodged 
in the Eden of love long before his arrival. These, 
it is probable, would be among the first to meet 
his spurit when leaving the vale of death, — would 
accompany him to the gates of paradise, — would 
be the most loud and fervent in welcoming him 
through the city, and would experience feelings 
of a deeply interesting kind from the consideration 
that he was become an inhabitant of their delight- 
full abode. With their honourable and happy 
"■ociety he is now incorporated ; in their anthems, 
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for which, while here, his soul was attuned, he 
joins ; their warmest regard he shares ; their 
King he honours ; and His praises he sings, where 
all is grand, and great, and good. 

Thus lived and died this veteran of the cross. 

It may not, perhaps, be amis to observe, that 
he was born at Givendale in the year 1767. In 
the year 1804, he was awakened to his condition 
as a sinner, and made savingly acquain:ted with 
God. He joined the Primitive Methodist Con- 
nexion in 1819. His ministerial labours were 
terminated November 29th, 1829« He closed his 
eyes in death, and entered into the joy of his Lord, 
January 19th, 1830. He finished his career iu 
the house of his sister, at Londsbrough ; in which 
house, twenty-six years before, God had blessed 
him with a sense of his pardoning mercy. 

The subject of our memoir lies buried in 
Warter Church Yard, a village five miles from 
Pocklington, in Yorkshire. About fourteen 
years ago, an association of travelling preachers, 
with the excellent Atkinson Smith at their head ; 
subscribed to procure the head Stone for his 
grave, thinking it would direct the stranger to 
the place where the remains of this Holy Man 
are to be found. The late William Howcroft 
composed his Epitaph, which is as follows:—* 



TO THE 

MEM ORY O F 

JOHN OXTOBY, 

Primitive Methodist Preacher, 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE, 

JANUARY 19th, 1830, 
AaED 63 YEAKS, 



' S^e ris^otts e^all i^e ^air m tbnlvmtixig xmtmhxisintt. ' 



' Tis not on marble, nor on tlie gilded page 
To print tliy worth ! Thy charity display-^ 
For chronicles like these may in an age 
Be lost — and in oblivion pass away. 
Eternity itself will best unfold, 
The souls led by thee to the heavenly fold. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE HOLY CHARACTER. 

Bia feeble intellect and peculiarities — ffe did not excel 
af a aermonieer — Hit tuuai theme was faith — ffis power 
with Oodr^He exceUed t» faith^ffis faith witneated in the 
evenness and comfort of hie own religious experience — In 
the facility which Tie had in leading souls to Christ for 
pardon — In his being instrumental in raising the sick from 
their diseased condiHort—A woman healed — Ihe importuni- 
ty and prevaUney of his prayers — Sis doset prayers — Bis 
family prayers — Bis social prayers — Bis puJblic prayers — 
A child cured through his prayers — A wonderful anecdote 
— Bis zeal — Bis benevolence — Bis christian maturity — An 
anecdote — Bis simplicity and upiigT^ness of m>otive — A 
reflection — Lines on his death. 

* There will one day be a resurrection of names and reputa- 
tions, as certainly as of bodies.' — Milton. 

It has been already stated that Jhere was no- 
thing especially great or grand in the mental 
capabiliiies of John Oxtoby. His grandeur was 
in every sense spiritual. In his intellectual 
powers, he did not exceed mediocrity ; perhaps; 
on the whole, he fell a little below it. And 
however his uncoloured sincerity, his honest 
plainness, and his uncommonly deep piety might 

£2 
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cause him to shine ; yet there was something of 
a peculiar nature in his mode of procedure whicli 
could never he thought worthy of imitation, which 
could not he recommended to others, and which 
could never he approved. 

Let it, however, be well understood, that his 
morality was always free from stain ; his inten- 
tions, even when influenced by a very warm en- 
thusiasm, were pure ; and his faith, ever worked 
by love, and vnth increasing eflScacy, purified his 
heart. Hence whatever might be considered 
blameable in his mode of procedure, it could not, 
for one moment, be attributable to insincerity of 
intention or defect in purity ; but to the weakness 
of Ills intellect or the incapacity of his miiid. 

In consequence of his unfavourable commence- 
ment in life, the particularly limited state of his 
intellect, and the views which he formed of reli- 
gion, he had but little relish for mental improve- 
ment. He had no wish to add to his strong faith, 
ceaseless prayer, and deep piety, those mental 
stores which embelliah the man, expand and refine 
the mind of the Christian, and give increasing 
qualification and sweetness to the zealous and 
powerful preacher. 

Ndither did he much approve of these things in 
his brethren who had to minister in the word and 
doctrine. Nay, it appeared to be a settled senti- 
ment with him, that attaintnents of this character 
were unworthy of a messenger of Jesus Christ ; — 
that, apart from this, the gospel preached with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, would be 
sufficient to answer every purpose of the Divine 
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Being coDcerning the probation of men; — and that 
the church would be more pious, and the world 
more happy, were preachers quite dead to literary 
pursuits, and only aliye to their own increase in 
piety, the conversion of sinners to God, and the 
leading of Christians into the full possession of 
that salvation which was purchased for them by 
Christ on the cross. 

With these views his conduct fully accorded ; 
for, while he intentionally avoided such pursuits, 
he continued his unremitting efforts to do good, 
and laboured with all his might to 

* Tom poor sinners back to God. 

And quench the brands in Jesu's blood.' 

In the compotition of his sermons and public de* 
livery^ he did not excd ; and though, sometimes, 
those who heard him preach micht be interested 
and delighted in a service which he conducted, 
because of the powerful influence which was felt, 
yet he was not happy in the arrangement of his 
discourses. At this, however, there could be little 
surprise ; because, contrary to the example and 
advice of some of the wisest and most pious men 
that ever sustained the ministerial character, he 
scarcely ever made the most distant arrangements 
before he came to the pulpit. When this is the 
case, confusion and irregularity are things for 
which we may generally look. In him, however, 
this conduct did not arise, as is sometimes the 
case, from laziness, but from principle ; for, though 
he spent no time in retired studies, yet he devoted 
many hours to supplication and prayer ; and by 
this means he became armed with peculiar 
strength. 

e3 
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Sometimes, when io the pulpit, he would, ifi 
liis familiar manner, inform the persons who were 
assembled to hear him, that he was 'not going 
io shoot at them with paper hnllets ; hut that he 
would give the word to them as the Lord gave it 
to him.' Hence his sermons, viewed as to their 
composition, were often crude ; and in his pro- 
nunciation and attitude, he was aacouth, and not 
attractive. Destitute of the charms and attrac- 
tions of eloquence, he had« as his only recommen- 
dation in the pulpit, an extraordinary Divine 
power attending the word. He. has been repeat- 
edly heard to say in the pulpit, * Don't suppose 
I shall attempt a fine sermon : I always preach 
iike myself.* 

Thus, in the integrity of his heart he used the 
talents given to him ; and in the use of them, the 
fire-side, the high-road, and the pulpit were alike 
to him. Always prepared, whenever he found 
any person or persons, he made it his business, if 
any way expedient, to speak to them about the 
things that made for their eternal peace. 

His most usual theme in the pulpit was faith ; 
and notwithstanding the simplicity and compara- 
tive homeliness of his style, many have been con- 
strained to own that one of his unaffected sermons 
on the nature and the operations of this grace has 
been of more value to them than all the sermons 
they had before heard on the subject. He had 
such a fecility of accommodating and reducing his 
expressions relative to this important grace to the 
apprehension of the lowest capacity, that every 
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one was enabled to profit considerably under him 
if at all attentive to him. 

But that which gave lasting effect to all his 
labours in the Lord's vineyard, was the uncom- 
mon power of the spirit which attended his word. 
In this, he was not a whit behind the chiefest, 
rather an eminent pattern, worthy to be imitated 
by every minister of the word. Seldom, or never 
did he open his month in preaching, praying, or 
personal conversation, but such an unction atten- 
ded his effort, ^at those addressed by him^ 
usually felt its force. The sinner has been made 
to tremble like the Jailor, or, like Saul, to fall on 
the ground as dead, beneath the hammer of his 
word. Not unfrequently have numbers fallen 
under his preaching and prayers, and, apparently, 
under the most striking apprehensions of their sin 
and danger, have they cried out for mercy. Others 
who have, with great difficulty, oscaped home, 
have been obliged to send for him, or others to 
pray for them, oefore they durst attempt to sleep ; 
and, strange as it may seem, some have fallen 
down on the way home, and others at tlieir work, 
from the effects of his preaching and prayers. 

Thus, while he had no superior mental capa- 
bilities for the pulpit, he was attended with the 
most powerful influence of the Holy Spirit ; and 
this made him, in the absence of other qualifica- 
tions, an able minister of the New Testament. 

But while our brother did not shine in the things 
to which we have referred, he did excel in the 
strength and constancy o/his/aith^ which was sin- 
gularly strong. Perhaps in this he was second to 
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none. He was a genuine son of Abraham ; for he 
did not stagger at the promises, but credited them 
with a confiaence unshaken, and which gave glory 
to God. 

The strength of his faith was witnessed in the 
svenne99 and comfort of hU own religiotu expe- 
rience. When a man faints in the day of adver- 
sity ; when he is driven by various winds, and is 
fliiaken and unsteady in his rdigious progress; 
wlien he complains of the smallness and inoon- 
fitaney oi his religious enjoyments ; when some- 
times on the summit of the mountain, and then 
suddenly again eomplaining in the valley ; there 
is reason to conclude that, whatever may be the 
sincerity of his intentions, his confidence is feeble 
and his strength small That faith by which 
John first drew near to God, and by which he 
realised a clear sense of his pardoning mercy» was 
possessed by him with great steadiness during the 
whole of his earthly pilgrimage. It constantly 
afforded him its cheering light; lived in him as 
^ The substance of things tioped for, the evidence 
of things not seen;' and diffused a principle of 
moral nealth, vigour, and comfort through his 
soul. Hence he constantly pursued his heavenly 
course, was delivered from cloudy depressions and 
tormenting fears, laughed at apparent impossi- 
bilities, 

'And cried, ' It shall be done !' " 

When an inquiry was made after his health 
and well-beinff, his answer generally was, ' O 
bless the Lord, it is well with my soul ; I feel 
that God is with me, and his presence makes me 
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happy.' Thas his faith realised a constant sense 
of the presence of his Creator, hlessed him with 
a light more than human, and which illuminated 
the whole of his passage through the world, and 
admirably fitted hmi for great and important ser- 
vices to the church. 

Likewise, the strength of his faith was evi- 
denced in t/ie fedlity which he had in leading 
souls to Christ for pardon. His services in this 
particular will long be remembered with grati- 
tude. Possessing an unshaken confidence in the 
promises of Almighty God, it gave a fine tone of 
nealthfulness to his own soul ; and knowing that 
it was by faith alone that all the blessings of sal- 
vation are received, he never would countenance 
the doubts of mourners, — no, not for a moment. 
He knew that all such doubts injure the soul in 
its attempts to draw near to God ; that they pre- 
Tented him from throwing off the chains which 
Satan had rivetted upon him ; that they were the 
reverse of salvation ; and that if they prevailed 
to a certain extent, deliverance was impossible. 
Hence, the moment that he met with a broken- 
hearted sinner, he urged him to look with a steady 
faith to the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. In doing this, his expressions 
were, at times, strong and singular. Once, when 
travailing with a young man m the pangs of the 
new birth, he endeavoured, in his usual way, to 
lead him into confidence; and feeling much of 
the Divine presence, he felt confident that the 
power of God was there to heal, and that the 
struggle was near a close. He consequently 
cried aloud to him, ' Say that thou believes.' 



M fUE HOLY CHAEACTEtt. 

The young man said, * I dare not ; if I were, t 
should tell 'God a lie.' Brother Oxtoby^ how- 
ever, urged apfain^ * Tell God that thou believes, 
and lay the lie upon my back.' Strange as this 
may appear, the youth, in a few moments, ven- 
tured his all on the atoning blood, and experienc- 
ed the pardon of all his sins. 

The strength of his faith was further evidenced 
in his being imtrumental in raising the sick from 
their diseased condition. To a number of persons 
under such circumstances he was called in ; and, 
in many cases, his visits were crowned with the 
most perfect success. He has been heard to men- 
tion instances in which his confidence Las tri- 
umphed over maladies the most hopeless and 
discourageing ; diseases in the limbs which had 
been dreadful and inveterate ; and even fevers, 
whose aspects have been the most raging and for- 
bidding. In many cases, the results of his faith 
have silenced every objector, and struck numbers 
with the most perfect amazement. 

Mr. W. Taylor, superintendent of the Barnsley 
Circuit in the year 1 826, in a note to the Editor 
of our Magazine, observes as follows ; — *A woman 
at Emley had a painful illness in her leg. Bro- 
ther Oxtoby conversed with her respecting faith 
in the Lord to heal it. They kneeled down and 
prayed; and she was cured from that time. I 
came through Emley from the last Conference, 
(1830) which was more than three years after, 
and found that she continues to be well, and ia 
going on for heaven.* 
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Ob the same subject, Mr. H. Bourne, ere he 
bid adieu to time, observed, ^ I was at Emley 
since midsummer, 1830, and saw our sister. The 
illness in her leg had been long continued, and 
was serious indeed. She had several holes in it^ 
and the pain, at times, was excruciating. . But 
while she and brother Oxtoby were at prayer, it 
was instantaneously heakd ; and it has been well 
ever since. This account I had from her own 
lips. She is pious and much devoted to God.' 

This is excellent testimony, it being given by 
first-class witnesses, — men who could not be 
easily deceived, and would not bear false witness. 

These instances fully discover that John's faith 
was firm and unwavering. Sometimes, the confi- 
dent manner in which he expressed himself while 
upon his knees, and after he had risen from his 
devotions, would stagger the most pious of his 
friends; but they became the most perfectly 
satisfied by the mighty efiects which genersdly 
followed his believing assertions. 

But our brother was an extraordinary man in 
ike importunity and prevalency of his prayer%. 
What has been said of the strength and constancy 
of his faith, may be said, with equal propriety, of 
his importunate and prevalent prayer: that is« 
he was second to none. In fact, we need not be 
surprised at this; for, generally, these two excel- 
lencies walk hand in hand. For some years, he 
was known in the religious world to thousands by 
the singular name of Prating Johnnt. This 
epithet he justified in the whole of his conduct 
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Prayer is an all-efficient panoply, — a treasure 
undiminished, — a mine which never is exhausted, 
— a sky imohscured by clouds, — ^a haven unruffled 
by the storm ; it is the root, the fountain, and the 
mother of a thousand — yea, ten thousand bles- 
sings. Wo speak not of the prayer which is cold, 
and feeble and devoid of energy. We speak of 
that which is the child of a contrite spirit, — ^the 
ofispring of a soul converted, — bom in a Maze of 
unutterable inspiration, — and winged like light- 
ning for the skies. 

When a Christian stretches forth his hands to 
pray, and invokes his God, in that moment he 
leaves behind him all terrestrial pursuits, and 
traverses, on the wings of inteUect, the realms of 
light ; he contemplates celestial objects only, and 
knows not of the present state of things during 
the period of his prayer, provided that prayer be 
breathed with fervency. Could we pray with 
fervency ; could we pray with a soul resusitated, 
a mind awakened, an understanding quickened ; 
then, were Satan to appear, he would instanta- 
neously fly ; were the gates of hell to yawn upon 
QS> they would close again. Prayer is a haven to 
the shipwrecked mariner,-^an anchor to them that 
are sinking in the wave, — a staff to the limbs that 
totter,— a mine of jewels to the poor, — a security 
to the rich, — ^a healer of diseases, — and a guar- 
dian of health. Prayer at once secures the con* 
tinuance of our blessings, and dissipates the doud 
of our oidamities. 

But, alas ! there are many very popular minis* 
ters who are not men of frequent, earnest, private 
devotion. They have great abilities, are minig^ 
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ters of Christ according to outward order, they are 
good, and perhaps even great preachers, fervent, 
pungent, persuasive, and convincing ; but they do 
not agonise in prayer. They may be zealous and 
enterprising leaders in the movements of public 
activity ; the first and foremost in popular excite-* 
ment ; frequent in their appeals ; abundant in 
their labours ; working zealously in various moies 
and in divers places; men of integrity, purity, 
benevolence ; but they do not oiFcr the energetic 
prayer. And this one thing — this restraining 
prayer — their not calling upon God, — ^this, like 
the want of love in the Christian character, stains 
the glory of every thing else ; it renders compara- 
tively useless their genius, talents, and acquisi- 
tions ; impedes their usefulness, and blasts their 
success. Though a man were an apostle, and did 
not pray, his speech and his preaching would not 
be with the demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, nor save immortal souls. 

The preacher whose life we portray, saw the 
indispensable necessity of much fervent prayer, 
and lived a life of real supplication. He knew 
the importance of taking hold of God by prayer. 

His prayers w$re long and very fervent in hie 
own closet, Mr. Bottomley, who was stationed 
with him in the Halifax Circuit, says : — ' During 
the time of his stay at Halifax, he was much given 
up to prayer, and generally spent about six hours 
each day upon his Knees, pleading earnestly with 
God, in behalf of himself, the church, and sinners, 
whose salvation he most ardently desired. When 
able, he attended the public and private means ; 
for he took great delight in being among the peo- 
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pie of God, and appeared to be lifted up above his 
lafirmities. He was, at times^ led out in such a 
manner in prayer and praise, that the people were 
astonished at him, and desired, in this respect, to 
be like him/ 

Often, on the Sabbath, when attending many 
public services, and pursuing a course x)f absti- 
nence from bodily support — which, it might be 
thought, were sufficient entirely to debilitate his 
whole frame — ^he devoted those very hours which 
his religious friends ard his brethren in the min- 
istry devoted principally to receiving refreshment, 
and to rest, in communion with his God in the 
closet. Frequently when harrassed by any par- 
ticular temptation, when concerned about the 
tempoial condition of any person in dangerous 
affliction, when under engagement to pray for one 
who was troubled with an evil spirit, when foiled 
in some late attempt to do good, when travailing 
in anguish of mind for a revival of religion in 
the neighbourhood in which he was labouring, 
and when deeply anxious to £ee the glory of the 
Lord revealed, he has spent many hours in the 
most decided abstinence and secluded retirement ; 
and has sometimes, in this isanner, devoted whole 
I days and nights to God. 

I 

I Thu» it was that he acquired such peculiar 

I strength, and became so eminently fitted for ac- 

! complishing some of those grand things in the 

church and the world to which his brethren in 

I the ministry, though far exceeding him in certain 

mental qualifications, were decidedly unequal. It 

was here that he conversed with God, — that he 
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tose above all his trials and conflicts, — that he 
silenced all the accusations of the enemy, — that 
he received fresh accessions of spiritual strength, 
— that he rtnewed his comnaission for the pulpit, 
— that he secured blessings for persons who were 
far from him, — and that he was fitted for accom-^ 
plishing all the Divine pleasure concerning him. 

ffe was mighty in prayer at the family altar. 
There was a freedom in his carriage and an ease 
in his language, which, in connection with great 
religious enjoyment, admirably fitted him for use* 
fulness in the private walks of life. In the fami- 
ly his prayers were frequent and powerful. This 
was not only the case where he was entertained 
as a messenger of truth, but in most of the houses 
into which he entered his prayers were powerful, 
and his conduct influential. Sometimes, on these 
occasions, his petitions have been answered by 
manifestations of Divine power which have dis- 
pelled the clouds of ignorance, removed the most 
obstinate prejudice, and melted the most unpro- 
mising hardness. 

In the social circle he had much poicer in prayer. 
He never seemed more at home than when among 
a few serious friends, and their enquiring and 
unconverted neighbours. He had a particular fe- 
licity in collecting persons to such meetings in 
various parts of a town or village, and at different 
hours of the day. These, generally, were seasons 
of great profit. Many hard hearts at such times 
have been softened, and the work of penitency 
has begun. Many wounded and mourning souls 
have been discovered, and have had their sorrows 
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chased, and been led into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. Many timid professors have 
felt encouragement, and have been induced to en- 
gage in public prayer. Thousands of the Israel 
of God have received a deeper baptism of the Spi- 
rit, and many still remember these seasons with 
feelings of devout gratitude. 

In the public services of the sancttiaty John had 
great influence with God in prayer. Whatever 
were his qualifications for the pulpit, and however 
small the impressions sometimes made by his 
preaching, yet, when on his knees, his petitions 
were generally powerful and prevalent. In an- 
swer to the earnest breathings of his soul a whole 
assembly has been moved, as the trees of a wood 
are moved, when shaken by a strong wind. A 
mighty shaking has been felt and a great noise 
heard amongst the dry bones. The breath of Je- 
hovah has i)een felt, numbers among the slain 
have been quickened, and a great army has been 
raised up. Many who knew him, still remember 
the loud and strong tone of his voice, his peculiar 
emotions and fervent exercises in the house of God; 
and the answers to many of his faithful petitions 
are still experienced in the moral health and im- 
proved condition of their souls. 

Illustrative of the mighty effects of John's 
prayers we give the following intances. 

At a certain place in Weardale Branch, the peo- 
ple at whose house he preached, had a child about 
two years of age ; who, at about a year old, had 
begun to walk, and was in a thriving state, but, 
by an unaccountable affliction, it became as unable 
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to stand, as ifc was when it was born. Medical 
aid of all description was resorted to, without the 
least benefit. But one night, when Brother Ox- 
toby had preached there, the mother brought this 
afflicted child, and sat down by the fire. Some 
eonyersation led to a recital of the affliction in 
which he took an interesting part. His sympa- 
thy was awakened, and, as he had to go to some 
distance to lodge, he departed, sa3dng, he would 
pray for the child^s restoration till he came again, 
which would be six weeks. A week or two elap- 
sed, but the child remained as usual. One day, 
however, the mother laid it upon a bed at the ^r 
side of the house, and went out. On her return, 
to her great amazement and joy, she found the 
child had got ofi the bed, and walked to the fire- 
side, without assistance, and it continued to play 
about the house with great joy. By and by the 
father returned from his work, and how was he 
astonished and elevated when his child met him 
at the door, and, like the lame man, healed by 
Peter and John, accompanied him into the house, 
with every possible expression of gladness in its 
countenance. He had scarcely entered the door 
before he exclaimed to his equally gladdened and 
astonished wife, ' Now, see thee, Johnny's prayers 
are answered, at last.' Their united joy was 
greater than can be expressed ; and not the least 
scruple remained on their minds as to the certainty 
of its being an operation of the finger of God, 
through the faithful and prevalent prayers of this 
mighty man of God. The thing was real, beyond 
doubt, because the child's affliction returned no 
more. This miracle (for such only can it be called) 
was a means of removing prejudice from many 
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minds, as well as from the minds of the child^s 
parents. Before this, they had viewed John in 
an unfavourable light, but now, he was looked 
upon by them almost as an angel from heaven. 

Another strange fact, connected with the his- 
tory of this good man, and strikingly illustrative 
ef his close oommunion, with God in prayer, and of 
the results of such communion, we shall here nar- 
rate. When in Hull Circuit, he visited Burling- 
ton Quay, and was rendered eminently useful. 
When there, his home was with Mr. Stephenson, 
whose family was one of the most influential in 
the place. Their mercantile engagements were 
numerous ; at home they carried on a considera- 
ble business, aud were extensively connected with 
tYe shipping department. The extraordinary cir- 
cumstance which we are about to relate, sprung 
out of the latter of these engagements. 

About the year 1825, Mr. Stephenson had a 
ship at sea, on a foreign and distant voyage, about 
the safety of which he and the family be^an to 
feel anxious. There had not been any tidings of 
the vessel, extending over a period far beyond 
what they had expected. And, what tended 
much to increase their solicitude, they had a son 
on board, for whom they feared the worst, feared 
that they should see him no more. 

At this time. Brother Oxtoby was sojourning 
in the family, and was painfully concerned at wit- 
nessing their anxiety. Pressed in spirit for them, 
and desirous to be the instrument of their re- 
lief, he fell back upon his u:5ual and s.ife resort, 
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Ispecial fasting and protracted pvayer to God, in 
which he besought the Almighty to give him an 
assurance, whether the ship was really lust, or 
whether it would return home in safety. And it 
is still true, that the secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him ; and that to them that order 
their conversation aright, he will show his salva- 
tion. In his protracted travail he clearly ascer- 
tained that the ship, which had been the object 
of so much solicitude, was not lost, but that it 
and the son, for whose safety the family were so 
anxious, would, in due course, return in safety, 
and that all would be well. This welcome intel- 
ligence he communicated to the anxious family ; 
and did it with as much confidence as characterised 
St. Pauls mind, when he uttered his noble speech 
to the embarrassed ship's crew, while they drew 
near to the Island of Melita, and, contrary to all 
human appearance, assured them that not a hair 
of their heads should perish. But, high as our 
brother stood in the estimation of the family, and 
exalted as w^as their opinion of his extraordinary 
piety and the power and prevalency of his prayers, 
yet his calm and positive assertions on this sub- 
ject almost exceeded the powers of jtheir belief; 
and, though they did not distrust them, they 
staggered at them. But John remained unmoved. 
He smiled at their doubts ; reiterated his expres- 
sions of confidence; told them that God had 
' Shown him the ship while at prayer;' that he 
was as certain of her safe return as if she were in 
the harbour then ; and that when the vessel re- 
turned^ though he never had seen it, excepting 
whoa revealed to him in prayer, he should know 
it, and could easily distinguish it from any other. 
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Time rolled on. John purstied his work, and 
the family remained anxious, when news one 
day reached them that the vessel was safe, and 
on its way homo. It soon after arrived, at which 
time brother Oxtoby was about ten miles distant 
in the country. The 8tephenson family were, 
however, so delighted with the occurence — with 
the realisation of all their devoted friend had ut- 
tered — with the accomplishment of what, to 
them, appeared like a prediction; and from 
which the good man had never wavered — ^no, not 
for a moment; that a gig was immediately sent 
for him, by which he was to return, without the 
least delay. When he reached Burlington Quay, 
Mr. Stephenson asked him if he should know the 
ship about which he had sought Divine counsel, 
providing he could see it. ^ I should,' said John. 
*God so clearly revealed it to me in prayer, that 
I could distinguish it among a hundred.' They 
then walked out on the pier ; and on their left, 
were many vessels, some near and some remote, 
floating at anchor in the spacious bay. Among 
them John looked, and exclaimed, while pointing 
in a certain direction, * That's the ship which 
God showed me while in prayer ! I knew she 
would come home safely, and that I should see 
her.' We need scarcely add, that in this he was 
correct; and that this last particular of the strange 
account 611ed Mr. Stephenson with overwhelming 
amazement. 

The above is a well-authenticated fact. We 
know there are some persons in the professing 
world who more than doubt the reality of this 
class of things. These persons should be in- 



THB HOLY CHABACTEB. 97 

structed by the following incident:*— 

When a case of a nature similar to the one here 
given was mentioned, a party was very doubtful 
of its correctness, and declared himself as being 
at a loss to know how an individual could be 
made acquainted with such extraordinary secrets 
of God, while other Christians remained ignorant 
of them. 'O/ was the reply, 'he lives next 
door to heaven: and he there learns many things 
of which those who reside in a more remote 
situation know«nothing. 

John was likewise a man of burning zeal. He 
laboured in his Lord's vineyard with unceasing 
activity and deep concern, being greatly wishful 
to honour God and save men. 

About three years after his union with the 
Primitive Methodist Conne^on, he became a 
regular Travelling Preacher. In this capacity, 
he endeavoured to give full proof of his ministry. 
He did not let it suffice to preach a given quantity 
of sermons, and walk a certain number of miles; 
but, feeling his entire responsiblity to God for the 
whole of his time, talents, and influence ; recol- 
lecting that he was placed as a wa4;chman on the 
walls of the mystic Jerusalem^ he dedicated him- 
self with a deep devotion to the discharge of his 
important work. 

During the last ten years of his life, in jour- 
neying to his appoinments he walked many 
thousands of miles. In family visiting, he was 
very regular ; and has sometimes visited such a 
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number in one day, as would almost transcend a 
person's belief. While engaged in this way, his 
exercises in prayer and exhortation have been 
beyond measure. Thus did he, to the utmost of 
his abilities, endeavour to do good. He rushed 
in at every open door, scattering life and salvation 
wherever he could ; doing work for his God ; 
making hell to feel the influence of his exertions ; 
snatching souls from the fangs of the enemy ; and 
endeavouring to prevent their eternal ingulfment 
in the abyss of woe. 

Our preacher was a man, too, of the most disin^ 
teres ted benevolence. Being the partaker of a large 
measure of the love of Christ, his bowels of com- 
passion yearned over the multitudes of the un- 
saved. For their enlightenment and salvation he 
laboured, and suflFered, and agonised in prayer. 
And, influenced by a strong desire to improve the 
condition of men, he entered on those acts of self- 
denial and toil which were requisite for the at- 
tainment of bis purposes. Hence, when his 
labours in the village of Warter were crowned 
with success ; and a chapel being needed, he 
gave ten pounds and land towards its erection ; 
and when an enlargement was needed, he gave 
land for that also. 

Likewise^ having, by his industry^ saved some 
money, he supported himself by means of the 
same in his first labours amongst us as a people. 
But, placing his money in dishonest hands, he 
lost it ; and then it wfls that he began to receive 
that exceedingly small allowance which was 
granted in the infanov of our Connexion to single 
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TraYelling Preachers. 

Thus, did he give evidence, by his actions, of 
the benevolence of his disposition, and of his de- 
sire for the enlargement of God's kingdom, and 
the improvement of men. 

Morever, John was, in every respect, a matured 
christian. He arrived at that state of grace 
which is implied in being ' Strong in the Lord.' 
His spiritual attainments and enjoyments were 
deep, constant, and increasing. He saw the glo- 
rious i»os8ibility of being filled with the fulness 
of God; and of being perfect as his Heavenly 
Father. Hence, he * Went on unto perfection.' 
In this healthful state of soul, — this entire free- 
dom from inward evil, this power to rejoice ever- 
more, to pray without ceasing, and in everything 
to give thanks, this unction of the Floly One, 
which taught him all things, this dwelling in God 
and walking in the light as he is in the light, this 
ability to love God with all his heart, and to do 
his will on earth as it is done in heaven ; in this 
glorious state he lived for many happy years. 
He confessed this great blessing on all proper oc- 
casions, urged it upon the attention of his friends 
iu private conversation, and frequently introduced 
it in his public discourses. On one occasion, he 
expressed himself, with reference to this subject, 
in a manner so strong and dedsive, that it may be 
well to mention the circumstance here. A litttle 
while before he joined us, as a people, he and a 
^oung man were singularly useful, as instruments 
m commencing and carrying on a great revival of 
religion through many towns, villages, and ham- 
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lets. At one of their meetiDgs his ooUeague gave 
out these lines : — 

' Prone to wander. Lord, I fieel it ; 
Prone to leave the God I love.' 

When the service had closed, and they had re- 
tired to a friend's house, John, in his familiar 
manner, said, ^ George, I could not join with ihee 
in singing that verse to night.' ' What verse V 
asked his friend. * Well,' resumed he, " 'Prone 
to wander, &c.,* were I,* " added he, * to sing 
' Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,* I should tea 
God a lie ; for I feel no such thing. I was de- 
livered from this years since ; and I now feel my 
thoughts brought into abiding subjection to the 
obedience of Christ.' 

What a noble state of salvation is this ! How 
petty and unsatisfactory is affluence, honour, or 
even great intelligence itself, compared to such a 
state of Christian establishment as is here por- 
trayed ! 

He was a man, says one, whose piety was pro- 
found and his devotion deep ; whose conduct, for 
many years, was free from blame ; a man whose 
strong &ith has smiled at the most formidable 
and threatening difficulties, and has serenely tri- 
umphed oyer them all ; a man whose powerful 
prayers have scattered the heaviest clouds, and 
saccessfully solicited blessings which have sof- 
tened the hardest hearts ; a man whose persever- 
ing importunity at the tbrone of grace has secured 
him against the assault of his spiritual foes; a 
man, the lustre of whose piety has gilded his pas- 
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sage through life, cheered him in death, and 
thrown a halo of glory around his head that will 
accord with the lustre of that world which is filled 
with the cloudless and uninterrupted vision of 
God. 

Yet -again, we remark that John Oxtoby was 
prominent for simplicity and uprightness of motive. 
It is well known to many who were acquainted 
with his spirit and conduct, that in all his pro- 
ceedings he was the reverse of anything like 
affectation, guile* or concealment ; that he hated 
all which wore the shape of this in others ; that 
against all such persons, whether preachers, el- 
ders, or private members, his soul glowed with an 
holy indignation ; that he was unwearied in his 
efiPorts to arouse them from their folly, and lead 
them to a fuller possession of that love which is 
without dis3imulation ; that to such persons his 
expressions were blunt and galling ; and that in 
some instances he was perhaps a little indiscreet. 
In consequence of this, he sometimes met with 
persons who scouted his counsels as weak and 
vulgar ; counted him their enemy, because he told 
them the truth ; and only spoke evil of him be- 
cause they were pained by the honesty of his 
conduct, and the homeliness of his reproofa. 
However, he never was charged officially before 
any church court with any impropriety of expres- 
sion, but once. That to which allusion is made 
was a case in his public ministry, and was rather 
of a singular kind. 

Onoe, when in the pulpit, he was recommend- 
ing the ezoellenoy of a stnmg faitky and insisting 
upon the necessity of believers being/tt% sanctt- 
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JUd to Ood. In the course of these remarks, he 
lamented, that so few among those in the pro- 
fessing world, possessed this great blessing ; and 
stated, that some of the travelling preachers them- 
selves were not made entirely holy ; and that they 
were vceak in the faith. Some of the members ef 
the church who were hearing him» thought, that 
his observations concerning the preachers, were 
of a strong and unguarded nature ; particularly 
as he was then in the pulpit, surrounded with 
many persons whose minds might be injured by 
such remarks, and as the preachers, of whom he 
was thus speaking, were not present to hear liim. 
Under these impressions, one or two of them suf- 
fered their minds to be so far tried, that they left 
the chapel before the service was olosed. This, 
of course, made some excitement. Something in 
the foim of a charge or complaint was brought to 
the Quuierly Meeting. When brother Oxtoby 
was apprised of this, he visited the persons whose 
minds he understood were pained, and made some 
acknowledgment to them, that in his warmth for 
Divine things he had been unguarded. Thus a 
good understanding was established, and the whole 
was closed in a most oomfortable way. This, as 
far as can be ascertained, was the only thing with 
which he was charged in the whole of the eleven 
years that he was a Primitive Methodist. 

If there is one reflection, which, more than 
others^ presses itself on the mind in concluding 
this sketch, it is this : — Of how few, and of what 
simple detaemts may an eminently hs^U oharao- 
ter be formed ? Oxtoby is now ns^wded as one 
of the great men of Methodism. Bat wliat was 
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Le ? Let the reader invert the question, and ask 
how many things he was not ? He was not a 
man of original genius ; he was not a man of lof- 
ty intellect ; he was not a man of literary taste ; 
he was not a man of scientific attainments ; he 
was not a metaphysician ; ^not a philosopher ; not 
a poet ; not a grammarian ; not a logician ; not a 
rhetorician ; not a linguist ; not even a theologian. 
So many things he was not, again, we ask what 
was he ? He was a trae christian ; he was full 
of God ; he was kind, just, firm,^ active, and fear- 
less ; he had common soDse, strong nerves, simple 
speech, a warm heart, and lively piety. What 
common-place qualities are these ! Yet they made 
him an extraordinary man. They made him a 
man, who, by active sympathy with its griefs, 
has left a world better than he found it ; while, 
too, often, men of genius and profundity, soaring 
listlessly above it, have, after a passing look of 
pity or contempt, left it as it was. The latter 
may perhaps be compared to meteors, which beau- 
tify the night ; while John Oztoby, and the class 
to which he belongs, may be said to resemble the 
sun, which cheers and animates the day. Happi- 
ly for our race, for one who possesses the loftier 
qualities, there are a thousand who possess the 
more useful, and the example of Oxtoby will have 
been presented in vain, if it does not at onoe sug- 
gest, and eneourage imitation. 

To God, the giver of all good, be the glory of 
what he was, and of what he accomplished ; and 
may Jehovah raise up such holy men in multi- 
tudes to bless the world. Amen. 
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What, though no lovely infants mourn,. 

Or partner dear bedew thy grave 
With tears, or deck thy silent urn 

With trophies, like the great and brave. 

What, though thy sleeping clay-cold bed 
Shall henceforth be unknown to fame ; 

Thy tongue lie mute among the dead, 
And quenched in death the mortal flame. 

Yet, are there none to drop the tear 
Of friendship pure upon thy breast^ 

Or point the kind inquirer, where 
The holy man of God doth rest? 
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Yes, children^ such as Paul of old, 

Claimed with parental tenderness ; 
Led by thee to the heavenly fold, 

Shall rise, thy honoured name to bless. 

What though not bom in courts to shine, 

Or tread the path of high renown, 
Far more illustrious worth was thine — 

A saint to full perfection grown. 

' Twas by the palid couch where paiii 
And sickness preyed upon the frame, 

Thou poured'st forth the prayfiil strain. 
And caught the fervid glowing flame. 

The starting tear that saw thee, fled. 
Chased hence by that endearing voice 

Which bade the dying lift his head. 
And in eternal love rejoice. 

Ah ! who that saw, but could admire 

Thy unadorned simplicity ; 
Ah ! who that heard, but caught the fire 

Of thy unbounded (Parity. 

A man of faith, a man of prayer — 
Say this, and all that's good is said — 

Gems that outvie the tawdry glare. 
That sparkles round the monarch's head. 
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Thine was a zeal that few attain, 
A race with wond'rous vigour run ; 

Thou speed'st thy way the priae to gain, 
Unwearied as the circling sun. 

Thon slumber'st not upon thine arms, 
But, like a faithful sentinel, stood, 

Ready prepared at death's alarms 
To bound across the swell'ing flood. 

No trifler thou, but ready still 
Thy Master's dictates to attend, 

His holy council to fulfil, 
And praise him to thy journey's end. 

Thou yiewed'st the day decline apace, 
The tide of time unceasing roll, 

And quick each moment to embrace, 
And press towards the heavenly goal 

Thy soul was like a polished sword. 
Which glittered in the sun's bright ray, 

Of heavenly temper, keen and broad, 
Which wore the scabbard soon away. 

But, oh ! the conflict now is past ; 

The blade has fallen from thy hand ; 
The victory thou has gained at last, 

And joined the bri^^ht celestial band. 
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Dear Mend, — ^for Btill that name is dear — 

A brother with affection kind, 
Be mine to drop the mournful tear, 

With thousands thou has left behind. 

My ohiefest wish on earth 'is this. 
That I with thee may meet again, 

And through unending days of bliss, 
Adore the Lamb for sinners slain. 
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